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MEMORANDUM

TO: G. Robert Blakey

Cchief Counsel
FROM: g. Jonathan Blackmer

staff Counsel, JFK
DATE: June 28, 1978
RE: Index of Victor Espinosa Deposition
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Bay of Pigs © pp. 14, 15, 35, 36, 38, 42, 58, 60,
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MEMORANDUM

SUMMARY OF DEPOSITION 1 o~ de.
0} 345{

TO: G. Robert Blakey, Chief Counsel
| FROM: S. Jonathan Blackmer, Staff Counsel, JFK /g?ﬁ?g
DATE: July 18, 1978

RE: summary of Victor Espinosa Deposition Taken June 7,
1978 in Washington, D. C.

I. Background: Association with the Revolutionary
Council of the University of Havana, 1954-1959.

Victor Dominador Espinosa Hernandez was born to a
" wealthy, landholding family in Cuba. In 1954, he entered
the University of Havana, joining two of his childhood
friends Jose Antonio Echeverria and Rolando Cubela in the -
student political movement. Cubela and Echeverria,; some-
what older than Espinosa, were at the time already firmly
established as the leaders of the Revolutionary Council of
the University of Havana, primarily directing their efforts
against the Batista regime. Numerous clashes with the
police and general inattentiveness to studies prompted.
Espinosa's father to send Espinosa to Louisiana State
University in Baton Rouge in 1955: (pp. 3-6, 43-47)

When Espinosa became eighteen years of age in ap-
proximately 1956, he left L.S.U. and returned to Cuba to
manage the ranch-estate left to him by the death of his
grandfather. Upon his return, his political fervor some-
what tempered, Espinosa was content to go about his business,
and spend long weekends in Havana -once a month pursuing less
idealistic endeavors such as gambling and women. (p. 47)
During one of these sojourns in Havana, Espinosa received a
telephone call from Cubela advising him that Echeverria had
just returned from a meeting in Mexico with Castro, and
wanted to assemble the "old" group, as Castro wanted them
to step up their activities against Batista.

As a result of the meeting, action groups were
formed under the direction of Cubela and Echeverria. Each
group consisting of approximately four men was given the :
task of assassinating a designated high ranking official of
the Batista Government. Among the targets were Blanco Irco,

. head of military intelligence; Taberinalla, head of the
army; Usalace, chief of police. (pp. 47, 48, 49, 50)
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Espinosa's group, with Cubela and Pedro Carbo, was
immediately successful, killing Blanco Irco within the
week of their assignment. Although not suspected at
first, Cubela nevertheless fled to Miami, while Espinosa,
the youngest and least suspect, remained in Cuba. Cubela
eventually returned in 1957, and fought Batista from the
Sierra Maestra Mountains, independently of Castro. (pp. 51, 52)

Thus by late 1957, there were three groups fighting
Batista: Castro's group in Oriente Province, William .
Morgan's group and Cubela's group. Castro wanted control
over all the groups, and having Morgan under control, sent
Che Guevara to consolidate the other "fronts". Guevara's
mission was first to assassinate Rolando Menoyo, then Cubela.
By October of 1958, Guevara had taken Menoyo and Cubela into

custody, but released them after four days. (pp. 54, 55)

_ When Batista abdicated in January of 1959, Castro's
group was the only one left intact as the others had been
decimated by fighting, especially Cubela's after an assault
on the Presidential Palace. As Espinosa described the scene,
"no':one knew what to do; we were fighting a war and the war
was over; we didn;t have any ambition of power. Our aim was
to get the guy (Batista), when these people's (Castro's) aims
were very well planned for far ahead.™" (p. 56)

Thus by late 1959, with Castro in power, Espinosa,
seeing the student movement ending, left for the United States
and exile, (p. 58) (especially after Espinosa had been ar-
rested by Castro for attempting to smuggle the entire contents
of an army arsenal to Panama and was released only after
Cubela's intervention). (pp. 57-59)

IT. Espinosa's Relationship with Mike McLaney
A. 1954-1959

: Espinosa often frequented the gambling casinos in
Havana while a student at the University of Havana. Through
a social friend, FNU Callejas, who was the manager of the
Hotel Nacional, Espinosa was introduceq to Bill McLaney,
‘brother of Mike, and then through Bill, . to *Mike. Their
relationship, according to Espinosa, was purely social during
the remainder of their years in Cuba, not involving any
clandestine activities directed at either Batista or Castro.
Espinosa is not aware of any activities of that nature by
either of the McLaneys during this timé. (pp. 9, 10)
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B. 1959-1963

Under the sponsorship of McLaney, Espinosa left Cuba
in 1959 for Miami. While he may have initially stayed at
McLaney's home, he soon began living with his family in
Miami. '

. It is not known why Espinosa moved to New York in
1960, but his return to Miami later in 1960 was occasioned
by his desire to join his former colleagues in training for
the Bay of Pigs invasion. (pp. 9-12)

Espinosa left the "employ" of the CIA in August of
1961* (See Section III, p. 4); he returned to Miami. In
June of 1963 Espinosa was detained by FBI and Customs agents
in Miami for an attempted bombing raid on Cuba. - According
to Espinosa, McLaney sponsored Espinosa and a few of his
associates in a plan to bomb. the Shell Oil refineries in
Havana. In this group were Sam Benton, Carlos Hernandez
Sanchez, John Koch Gene, Acleo Pedrosa Amores, Miguel Al-
varez and Richard Albert Lauchli. Benton procured an air-
plane, Espinosa the explosives from Lauchli, and McLaney
supplied the financing. (pp. 16-22) An informant within
the group alerted the FBI which was waiting with Customs.

; officials as the group rendezvoused for the mission. When
this mission failed, another one was immediately put into
operation. The oil refineries were again the targets, but
the plan was to leave from a deserted airstrip in the
vicinity of Lake Ponchartrain, Louisiana, using either a
B-25 or a B-26 bomber, fully operational. Again Espinosa
‘planned the operation and secured the explosives through
ILauchli. This time, McLaney was to provide the airplane,
and only inform the group of its location once the bombs
were ready for loading. (pp. 23-29, 91, 92)

As was the case for the June 15th mission, this one
was also a failure. One member of the group was recalled
to Miami due to a death in the family, the remaining members,
feeling this would breach their security, disbanded, re-
turning to Miami with Espinosa going to New York to report
to Mike McLaney. On July 31, 1963, the FBI discovered the
cache of explosives to be used on the mission at a farm house
at Lake Ponchartrain owned by Mike McLaney's brother Bill,
and confiscated the entire supply. (pp. 28, 29) '

Espinosa remained in New York until approximately
1967, when he moved to France. He remained there until 1969,
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then went into business in Spain and England. He stated he
has had no contact with McLaney since 1965, his last anti-

Castro involvement with McLaney being the aborted July 1963
raid on the o0il refineries in Havana. (p. 29)

IIT. -Espinosa'’'s Contact With the CIA

During his anti-Batista activity in Cuba from 1954
through 1959, Espinosa was aware that certain persons in his
"group"  had some contact with the American Embassy in Havana,
and that a number of individuals working in Castro's or-
ganization had similar contacts with the CIA. Espinosa had
no contact with the CIA until he reached Miami in 1959 and
joined the Bay of Pigs training force.

Espinosa was made aware of training being conducted
to invade Cuba upon his arrival. He left word with friends
to keep him informed and went to New York to work. A short
while later he was contacted, and immediately returned to
enlist. Espinosa was sent to Guatemala in June or July of
1960 to begin the training. (pp. 10, 11)

In Guatemala and later Panama and New Orleans,
Esplnosa was trained in conventional military warfare,
guerrilla warfare, explosives and clandestine operations.

As a result of this training, Espinosa did partici-
pate in various raids into Cuba, some of which were aimed
at the destruction of military targets, others withu.the
purpose of gathering information and bringing individuals
out. These activities began before the Bay of Pigs invasion
and continued through the following summer of 1961. (pp.
14-16) * (It should be noted that Espinosa stated that he
was able to obtain from a friend in the government his file
which details each of these operations and the participants;
however, in our review of files on Espinosa, we find records
showing that Espinosa was terminated from involvement in
March of 1961 and taken off the payroll.)

Iv. Espinosa's Involvement With the AMLASH Operation

Espinosa's activities with the CIA ceased as of late
summer 1961. (p. 62) In approximately June of 1965, while
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on a pleasure excursion to Paris from his residence in
New York, Espinosa contacted an old acquaintance, Jose
Trasancos who was at the time working for the Cuban
Consulate in Paris, having been in a position there since
approximately 1962 or 1963.

Trasancos spoke of having seen Cubela in Paris and
"something was going on...Rolando (Cubela) is involved with
the CIA and there is something happening." (p. 63) Tras-
ancos wanted Espinosa to get the complete story from
George Robreno, a former member of the Student Revolu-
tionary Movement in Havana, and long-time friend of
Cubela. Robreno at one time had been with the Castro
government as the head of the revolutionary tribunals which
carried out many death sentences. (p. 64) Originally,
Espinosa intended to meet with Robreno in Madrid, but after
encountering difficulties obtaining a visa, was forced at
his own expense to send Robreno an airline ticket for
Paris. (p. 65)

In Paris, Robreno told Espinosa that Cubela had been
talking with certain CIA people about an uprising in Cuba
against Castro that was to be led by Cubela and others of-
ficials in the government and the army. Cubela had been in
contact with an individual named Williamson who was the
head of the CIA in Spain. Cubela was most concerned about
Williamson's trustworthiness, expressing as a basis, Wil-
liamson's apparent alcoholism and the fact that he had had
as a mistress a Cuban female who had taken certain important
documents from Williamson's apartment to Castro. Cubela
had wanted his old associate Espinosa to contact his "CIA
colleagues", still believing Espinosa was with the CIA.
Espinosa was to explain Cubela's position to them viz-a-viz
Cubela's contact with Williamson. In addition.to this con-
versation with Robreno, Espinosa met with (Alberto) Blanco,

o, "E1l Loco", also 'involved in the plotwith Cubela.® Blanco, en
' " route to Cuba from Russia via Czechoslovakia, mentioned the
‘presence of Russian technicians in Cuba, stating that he
wanted the CIA to know that if they were thinking of double-
~crossing Cubela, "They (Cubela and his associates in the
- plot) would take care of these Russian technicians". ' (pp.
67, 68)

It was Espinosa's understanding that Cubela had come
to Madrid sometime earlier to meet with Artime and William-
son. According to Robreno, Artime was soliciting Cubela's
did in a different coup. Cubela could not trust Artime,
feeling he was working both sides with the CIA and Castro.

- Espinosa returned to New York the week following
his meeting with Robreno in Paris and went directly to
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Cavasantos of Immigration and Naturalization to be put in
contact with someone in the CIA. Cavasantos sent Espinosa
to the FBI in New York, where they were joined by someone
from the CIA, whom Espinosa felt was aware of the individuals
mentioned in the AMLASH operation. (pp. 70-72, 76) Espinosa
related Cubela's message and was told he would be contacted
within a few days. (p. 73) After two weeks, Espinosa con-
tacted a friend who worked for Senator Javits who arranged
for a meeting in Washington with a State Department

official involved with Cuban affairs.

Feeling that he had done all he could do, Espinosa
returned to New York, where he worked for the next two
years before moving to France and Spain. (pp. 77, 78)

Sometime later, Espinosa learned of Cubela's
arrest and imprisonment in Cuba and was most surprised that

Cubela was not executed. (p. 79)
V. Individuals of Interest Known to Espinosa
A. Norman Rothman: Espinosa met Rothman in Havana

sometime in the late 1950's, possibly in the casino at the
Hotel Nacional, and later in approximately 1960 or 1961 in
‘Miami at the Biltmore Hotel.

Espinosa was a social acquaintance of "Cappy"
Rothman, Norman's son, in Miami from approximately 1960-
1963. (pp. 31, 32, 98-101)

B. Meyer Lansky: While Espinosa did not know
‘Meyer Lansky, he did see him at the Rivera Casino in '
Havana. (p. 97)

C. Raphael Garcia Bongo: Trafficante's attorney.

Espinosa knew Jorta Bongo, the brother of Raphael, and
through him met Raphael. While not first-hand, it was common
knowledge that Raphael was Trafficante's attorney in Cuba.
Approximately five years ago, Espinosa learned that Raphael
had been arrested in Spain for passing counterfeit money.
Espinosa heard that the counterfeit money was linked to
Trafficante. (pp. 103-105)

D. Sam Benton: Knew him through McLaney. Benton
was supplier for the aircraft used on the two aborted oil
refinery raids in 1963. (pp. 18, 19, 23, 93)

E. Raul Castro: Espinosa met Raul on two occasions
'in Havana soon after Castro's takeover. Espinosa was present
in Cubela's hospital room when Raul Castro visited Cubela.
~(p. 55) ‘
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F. Jerry Patrick Hemming: Met him on a few
occasions. Hemming was always trying to get involved in
exile activities. The general opinion among Espinosa's
associates was that Hemming was not to be trusted.

G. Rolando Cubela: (AMLASH) Long and involved
friendship.

53080 DocId:32248213 Page 11







VC:DV»¢v;' o EXECUTIVE SESSION

z DEPOSITION OF VICTORMY ESPINOSA
h ; L |
PR  WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 1978
.6 A o | | r
7 ‘ - House of Repreééﬁtéﬁivés;f
8 | President John’ F Kennedy ,
‘ : Subcommittee” of the:Select
9 : Commlttee on Assa531nat10ns,
10 _ Wasnlnoton, D.1C.>
;11 - The deposition of Vlctoré%<Esp1ncsa was taKen at. .

T 12 évuo p.m., in the office of the Select Commlttee on' ‘:.  +ﬁ55”
’ | 13 Assa581nat10ns in Room 3370 of the office of the Commlttee, ',fk
 14TSe¢pnd'and D Streets, S.W., in Washington, D. C;_ | . |

15 Present: Jonathan Blackmer and John‘Hoénbeékfﬁ?dgh$é1 to

N~ e

htITS the Select Committee. T :
1@7 - Present also: ﬂ/ﬁ. Elizabeth é;;nlng, Chlef Clerk to the
ljé Sélect Committee. : '

e
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,committee, to further ask questions of the w1tness.:_?5"

Whereupon, _ B
VICTORES ESPINOSA

hav1n° been duly sworn by the Chief Clerk to the Select

'gCommlttee, was examined under the rules of the Select

Commlttee and testified as follows
_Mr. Blackmer. We. are present in the-SelectthmMitteé‘s |

offices to depose you. My name is Jonathan Blackmer and I.am

an attorney with the Select Committee on Assass1natlons.

By virtue of Rule 4 of House Resolut1on 222 I am'lm;-
powered to take 'statements under oath. Shortly, "' John )
_Hornbeck will join us, who is @ﬁm senior.- staff counsel on thlsﬁ

CEr s

What is your full name, Sir?
" Mr. Espinosa. Victores Espinosa.
Mr. Blackmer. And you are here for the punpose of g1v1ng
a voluntary statement before this comm1ttee°ll'
. 'Mr. Espinosa. Yes. |

3 Mr. Blackmer.‘ I have glven you a copy of the commlttee
' L Na«/

rules, House Resolution 222, 460 and 760. You are not under

auhboena; égg§you?vﬁﬁ
Mr. Espinosa. No.
Mr. Blackmer. You are here voluntarilylyﬂl
Mr.yEspinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. You have the right to have counsel oresent

if you wish. There is no counsel here and I assume - that 15 ofy~

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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your own choice.
Mr., Esplnosa. I don't see it 1is necessary, anyway

“Mr. Blackmer. The entire record of this dep051tlon w1ll

fbe'transcrlbed. We will send you a copy for you to read/

J retven fo Ha Setect Comamniifr€

'verlfy; after which we will send you your own personal copy

jShould you wish to make any chanaes in the substance of the

As  MUSF

_transcrlpt ii as-airo be done before a federal maglstrate.'

I know you are re51d1no,1n London and 1f 1t 1s necessary

-to make any changes, if you feel corrections are necessary,“wﬁ>

you'would-please call us,; we w111 try to make;arranbemenus

over there for that to be done

W

I would llke to begin the questioning w1th a llttle bac&-

ground., You were born in Cuba, is that correcm?iyA;:'%:
Mr. Espinosa. That is right. |
Mr. Blackmer. And you resided there.until'when?
- Mr. Espinosa. Until 1959.

Mr. Blackmer. And at that time you came»to,tneyunited

States.

Mr. Espinosa. Yes..
Mr)'Blackmer. Approximately in 1957 or 1958, were you a
student at the University of Havana.

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I wase. |

‘Mr. Blackmer. And as a student at‘thefuniyensiﬁy;ij
Havana, nere you engaged in any underground.aotiyities~Witﬁb

either anti-Batista or later anti-Castro?

: ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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individual member.

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, both,

Mr. Blackmer. And could you tell us the nature of the

cactivities which were directed against the Batista regime?

Mr. Espinosa. Wel, different kinds of clandgsqine:r" '

activities.

“Mr. Blackmer. Would that be in the nét@revdf{raiéihg

explosives or arms for paramilitary use?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, mainly.

Mr. Blackmer. Were you involved in any;indiyiﬁual”Sébo—

~tage operations?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. What specific activities: were ﬁhose?i,Wasfl

there anything that comes to mind?

Mr. Espinosa. No, not really.
Mr. Blackmer. Was it aimed at the-econquﬂmore?thapv
individual members of the Batista regime?

Mr. Espinosa. MNot so much the economy, but‘at,gn_w

Mr. Blackmer. High level officials?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer.
these anti-Batista activities?

Mr. Espinosa. No.

Mr. Blackmer. Who were you working wiﬁh?'

ALDERSON REPOHTING COMPANY INC

Dﬂﬂ-1d=322432i3 PﬂHE 1363 7th STREET, . 'W. REPORTERS BUILDING WASHINGTON D.C. 20024 (202) 654-2345



©

‘HW 53080

Mr.

Espinosa.

With students, the Revolutionary Cdghéili3

2. of the University of Havana.

Mr.

" Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Blackmer.

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

Espinosa.

7 ahd a few others.

10 sympathizers of the

"

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Blackmer.

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

12 -can ‘think of?

.13

Mr.

Espinosa.

wfﬂ#aany knowledge of.

t

f1é:7

16 they

17
. 13
19

20

~Mr.

not,

Mr.

" Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Blackmer.

in Cuba?

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

>21 activities?

23

24 Rolando Cubela,

25

DocIa:32248213

Mr.

~ Mr.

Mr.

Page

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

2

Espinosa.

17

Who are the particular leaderé°‘
There was Echverrea. (fckeuew;ﬂ
Do you have a first- name°

ose- . 2 :‘f e
Hélea Antonio, and Cubela, Porton Chaumon -

How were your activities financed?f,3f
Mainly by bonds. that were being{Sold-to
revolutionary party.

Were there any large cohfhibdtprs that;you

I am sure there were, but nabfﬁﬁat_Iﬁhéd

yomk’ fam/y oL N
Ty wsﬁ%gﬁ%mﬁﬁﬂﬁmmaﬁﬁa? landowners, ‘were

Yes.

And were they part of the'upperchéSS?n

" Yes.

T

Wé?%fmhey at all sponsoring féﬁhﬁﬁ//¥

Not that I know of. ' ; [2'_ﬂf SRS

Could you tell us when yoﬁVfifstimet’

It was a long time ago. ‘We were children: .
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ESplnosasemaliesT

and he used to go to school in the same town in whichfiiwgﬁc
born in Cuba.
Mr. Blaékmer. So you had known him many yé?r;!ﬁéfﬁfé,
“your activities started. L .
r. Espinosa. Yes;
Mr. Blackmer.  At thé University? : v;fii ¢T'.:7“%,
Mr.‘Espinosa. Yes; R
Mr.'Blackmer. WHO'wéféféome of,hiS'associateS‘iﬁ:tﬁel
underground activitiés?
Mr. Espinosa. bFor example, one Cubela and Machado
Mr. Blackmer. Do you have the flrst names7»~'
‘Mr. Espinosa. I cannotvremember uhe flrst na@és because
wé-uséd to call him "Machaletto" and Joe aestbrook .
Mr. Blackmer, Is that an American? h
Mr . Espinosa.v No, he was a Cuban.
1;7__‘ﬁMpw—Bka@kmer*m$W€§%%ﬁ@6ﬁﬁ> |

Mr..

Mr.

Mr.

Castro government?

Mr.

years--and Naranjo and the rest of the peoplé’I mentibnédﬁf 7

Blackmer.-

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

Espinosa.

ébdﬁyouvknow what any of.thqééfiﬁQiyiduéi§;

+

SR

They are dead.
,\)J(WJU“\(S S
Are any of these peopTe now. w1th the'jﬁf-«*y

I think Chaumon is withltﬁeﬁgastfb"

and I think Raminda--and it has been S0 médx;

. ALDERSON REPORTI\IG COMPANY INC
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1 theré are dead.
", 2 Mr. Blackmer. When did your interest change- from beinw‘(,i'
.3jant1—Patlsta to gég@~Castro° .
’\*j4 . Mr. Esplnosa.‘ I was never pro-Castro; beln?,againsﬁ'
CA;;S.Batlsta does. not: meén you are pro- Castro. I thlnk very

'fQGTShortly after Castro took over I began to be anti= r‘ast,ro._;w

 f  7. Mr. Blackmer. D%ﬁ'yoﬁ Rhuw “Bry=good aivut*vas%haﬂbeﬁore
-M;58 pg’ngg%—@wer? *Did;you eyer meet Fraeme CU+S+R ? |

9. Mr. Espihosa. No. |

10" Mr. Blackmer. Do-you khow of any peoplé,ﬁthwéféjéiosely

'1t_a$sociatedswith him?

12  Mr. Espinosa. Only one person,

C:D mfj;;'-WB “Mr. Blackmer, And that was whom?
"f:ﬁ4nf S Mr. Espinosa. That was. Jose Smith, and he landed 1n Cuba

'”vJSiWHeh”Castro landed and he was kllled at that tlme. That 1s
:1§_the only person whom I knew was cleose to hlm.}ﬁi l
<‘ﬁ7’*“ ’ Mr. Blackmer.. When Castro landed in Cuba, was that 1n

1819567

j19_"_ er.,Espinosa; Yes, 1956
}:\',20 Mr; Blackmer. So your act1v1t1es began- épprox1ma£ely in
o 1957, i
“éz Mr. Espinosa. No, I would say 1955.
b "[ f23 Mr. Blackmer. During this period ijtiaé;}d{é;yégykébg;}{fj
C:Dpff i ;i;ié4 pedro Deastos? DAz Lﬁﬁui' ) f  iff,ﬁ
o "ﬁ! f25H Mr. Espinosa. No, I did not. L :

o E - L T E o ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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2 Beastos? Piaz LAnNz .

5 him?

© 10

Mr. Blackmer.

Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Blaékmer.

Mr. Espinosa. .

'Mr. Blackmer. -

Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Blackmer.

Mr. Espinosa.

11 Miami.

12
13 him?

.15 him once or twice.

16

"Mr. Blackmer.

Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Blackmer.

"~ 17 "Frank Sturgis?

e
- 19
20
o
Y
o
R

s

nuniaEéz243213

Mr. Espinosa.»

‘Mr.’Blackmér.

Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Blackmer.
Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Blackmer.
Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Blackmer.

Page ED

Have you subsequently known aboUtﬂéédfbiffv

q e i oo
Yes.

Did you have any personal-kncﬁigdgefgf”‘ 

1What*do.yOu mean by "per30h21 kﬁ6§iéda§5"
)Dld you ever have any contact w1th h1m° _
Yes, I d1d |
And what périod of time was that?

It was, I would say, in 19593and'1960{in
Do you recall who he was With when you saw
o, T o not recall really, and I only met

Do you know an individuéiqby”thevna&e'of

»Yes;

" Whéere did you meet this individual?

In Miami.
In what time?

1959 or 1960.

DAz LﬁNZ. : T %
Was he with DeFsTos when you met h1m° »

I can't recall.

When you were living,iﬁ Havehé-ihﬁ1958ﬁahﬁ_ur

ALDERSONR:PORHNGCOMPANYINC ,‘
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—_

1959, did you remember frequenting the Hotel Nagiéﬁéi;;{ﬁEV
2 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I did. B
”*».qb‘if ~Mr. Blackmer. Did you kﬁow an individgéi théfeiéylﬁﬁé5~
| ?f @ name of Michael MclLaney? | =
5  1 Mr. Eépinosa. Yés.
6 Mr. Blaékmer;;‘WOuld»ybu.explain how you‘firsﬁiﬁékiMf;
7 McLaney and the naﬁufe-ofgyéﬁr;relationship? | L
8 Mr. Espinosa. Inmetﬁﬁiﬁ;first because the manégér%dfﬁ;he
9 hotél, the social manaéer of;the hotel was a friend_of.miné.
0 Mr. Blackmef;'gAnd'hi$'némebwas what?
‘% £ no »Mr.'Espinosa.  i£,was Callejas, and;hee$ub§eqveﬁ£iy 
| . 25;]2 introduced me to BiiI‘McLaﬁEyfwho ultimatei§;fqﬂroaﬁqed mé £dl~
13 M'i'»ke‘ McLaney. L o |
)  f €ffEf;ﬂH4' "~ Mr. Blackmer. And,whaﬁlwas the naturefof-ydﬁnﬁﬁfng, 
“7~ }f15 rélationship? .
*i 16 Mr. Espinosa. It was just social in,CU§é,.
17 Mr. Blackmer, }Did you go pﬁt with théﬁ'£6 dihnen? 
"“18 Mr . Espinosa."Yeé;‘éometimes. |
‘19» Mr. Blackmer.-TWéré7eithér of the McLaney brotH€%s
o Téo involved in any clandestine activities againé@_éibﬁeh&?étisba 

‘},folor Castro to your knowledge at that time?

T x - Mr. Espinosa. Not that I know of.
s Mr. Blackmer. When You came to the Uni;ed$SE§£e§;}¥bh*T};57

A » : : 7
.C:D_ -7 {24 say yeu—eame in December of 1959.
\\t:,_"zs( . Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I think so.

.. - -ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY,INC, =
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1 Mr. Blaékmer.' Were you Sponsored“by Mike McLénéY?
2 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I was.
3 Mr. Blackmer. And did. he help you in getting over here

4 financially?
*,35 ~ Mr. Espinosa. ' No.
'ﬁje ) Mr. Blackmer. Were you tralned by the Centrél
'§7‘intelligence Agéncy in any clandestlne paramllltary tralnlng
8 of any kind? ‘. P
9 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I believe it was thnn. ﬁ \\ \\\\
10" Mr. Blackmer. I—wr&&—?ephrﬂse-%het Could you tell us. \\
,ﬁ1 your’ flrst contact with the Central Intelllgence Agency and . |
jiz’your role in the-Cuban exile movement prlorlté'the-say,of P;gél3'
13+in the United States? | |
'jﬁ Mr. Espinoéé.‘ Well, I heard when I came to the States
1}5 they were forming some kind of a brigade or somnthlnc o'A”
15 1nvade Cuba and I told dlfferent friends of m1n° in Mlaml to'
fj7~let me know when the thing waS~happen1ng. I went to: New York
"3J181td work and they contacted mé at one point,,andfthey yene,v
"ﬁg'recruiting people to take part in this activity"and-iAQénﬁ

‘ftjéo back to Miami and I enlisted myself.

S Mr. Blackmer. Could you tell us who it was that
.~ééﬂcoﬁtactedgyou? '
glﬂ ffuthrej =
23 . Mr. Espinosa. I think it was. Mpéert Jlmenez.vl" —
C:D‘ f-. » ” §4 ' Mr. Blackmer. He contacted you and camegpaqk bo”Miémi'

ﬂf2§,éhd'where did you go to enlist?

C:>“‘”

ALDERSON REPOHTNG COMPANV INC
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Mr.

I think there was one house where you go.over ther‘a

enlist.

Mr.

that house,

Mr.

Mr.

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

Howard Hunt?

Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Espinosa.
Blackmer.

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

who was

-Well,

S

I went to one of the enlisting houses,

and

And do you recall any particuléhsfébput
running-it and who was there?
No.

Do you know an individual by the name o

i have heard -about him.

'-Have'you seen photograph540f him?v

Yes.

Was this individual involved .in ‘any of

this early contact you had with the Central”IntelligehQ?

Agency?

Mr.
Mr.
you then
Mr.
Mr.
when?
Mr.

Mr.

Espinosa.
Blackmer.
sent?

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

Espinosa.

Blackmer.

beginning of 19607?

Mr.

would Say %t was the toward the end of 1960;

Espinosa.

I don't know.
After you enlisted in Miami, where were

I was sent to Guatemala.'

Andjthié‘would have been approximately

1

f

This would have been apprqximaﬁelyfé——i-

Could it possibly have beéﬁ iﬁfﬁhé;

No, it was not the begiﬁnihg'of,iQSO,

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY l’\IC
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12
1 of 1960. It‘was June dr July, approximately.
2 Mr. Blackmer. Did you first go to Panama or fif§ﬁ £d
.3 Guatemala? o
‘4”‘ Mr. Espinosa. I went to Guatemala and thén}@éﬁﬁ?@dQV:
 5 Panéma. | e
“ 6

7

10
1
12
13
i
15
16
17
18
19
 220

21
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-3

4
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a3
Mr. Blackmer. What type of activities were youiﬁfained
in?
Mr. Espinosa. Just general act1v1t1es, general
conventlonal mllltary warfare and guerrllla warfare ana

tralnlnv in exp1051ves and munitions and clandestlnnﬂ

w."‘ ’

'“‘Léfz;canlzatlons et cetera.

7
8

9

A0

11

=12

13

15
16

Y

18
e

;=&20

s
3
a#é4

- 25,
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Mr. Blackmer. Do you- recall any of the people who

trained you? VWere theyAAmenrcans?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, there were some Americans. and .some
) N - . -J;“ " v ’

-Europeans too.

Mr. Blackmer;,‘Do yOU»feEallvthe names,ofiaﬁésaf_:,ﬁ
individuals? | o

Mr. Esplnosa. I cannot recall the namea;, I know one ;
person, an American of Phlllpplne origin, and he was known to
us as Colonel Vallejo. o

Mr. Blackﬁer. During tbis training, did‘you'kngw.an
individaal'by‘theAname of Carlas Hernandez? | |

Mr. Espinosa. Yés,,1 aid{

Mr. Blackmer. Was there an individual by thefnamé of
Yoch Gewne&

thn Cochrgen involved with you°

Mr. Espinosa. I do not recall that name.:

Mafésf} o

Mr. Blackmer. How about Acelo Pedrotzanas?

Mr. Espinosa. No. SJMMJQEW
Mr. Blackmer. How about Miguel Alvarezcﬁeemgnes A

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

" . ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY . INC,
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C;> D Mr. Blackmer. Is this the same man who contacted ydu dr R
DIMinez i ' e
2 a dlfferent Hermapes?
Sﬂnunjez;
3 Mr. Esplnosa. This is a different Hermeﬁes
4 Mr. Blackmer.  Any relation to Mario? ;
5 _ Mr. Espinosa. No.
" Mr. Blackmer. Was there anyone else that you‘léﬁéﬁﬁﬁgd“

7 acquaintances with that‘youvtrained with?
8 .~ Mr. Espinosa. Thére were a dozen; there~were many
. 9 Mr. Blackmer. Dld you ever go in any 1nf11tratlor ra1ds

10 into Cuba as part of thls°

Rt Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
112 - Mr. Blackmer. Can you recéll any of the‘sééc1f1é detélls
C:)v ,r ¢f;?43 of any of the particular ralds° . R
o 14 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. One time we went;Qoaéig;;afa5§d€§26; 

15 kilometers in Havana and we were supposed,tofkncég‘Bﬁggghi§  
irﬁ6 Navy instéllation.someWhere, and all of‘the:raidstereva‘
‘rfﬁ7 different nature, like if we went into the'country;léhgy
"f‘ﬁsigettihg information of the country and bringing beoéiéﬁgit of
'*.‘19 the counntry.
‘f»go Mr. Blackmer. Do you'recall any specific.in@ivid&als

"% 21 that you went on these raids with?

“>¢,2g Mr. Espinosa.  Yes, I recall a few.
3 Mr. Blackmer. Could you give us their"ﬁéméééﬂ?"' "
<:> "'f<v;*24 Mr. Espinoéa. Miguel Alvarez Calcie Vundez was another

-”fﬁ {g,izsland’Frank--and I can't remember Frank's last name.;
QO R | L mek BP/LNN&&MJDl

e SR ALDERSONREPORHNGCOMPANYINC
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1 Mr. Blackmer. Was he American?

_ Ugnehe - .
2 Mr. Espinosa. No, Cuban., It was Mge*%e,nand I can t
' 3 remember his first name. RO ‘
4 Mr. Blackmer. Approx1mately when were thesé félds,
.5 before or after the Bay of Plcs°
_ ‘6 - Mr. Espinosa. They ‘were before and after thélééyzé%f
7 Pigs. ‘
8 Mr. Blackmer. How méhy-faids did you go dn‘after éhe~Bay
9 of Pigs? | | | o |
10 Mr..Espinosa. ‘After'the Bay“of Pigs,‘ifﬁbinkfigﬁentgin
11 two or three times. | : ‘*ih‘ ,‘,
A7;12 B Mr. Blackmer. ' And do you recall the last rald that you »
. 13 ’»we.nt,von th‘at was sponsored by the CIA, approx1mately what date g
| '44-thatvwas? o
.15 Mr. Espinosa. Possibly it was four og/ﬁivé;ébntﬁs;affer
{-516 the invasion. | - |
17 Mr;,Blackmer.v*Sdmebime‘in the summer Qf91§61?;4
18 Mr. Espinosa. eré;
‘i‘19 ~ Mr. Blackmer. Were you involved in the éay of Pigé
‘éinnvasion itself? |
vr; éj i ‘Mr. Espinosa. Not directly. T
iréj"'v Mr. Blackmer. Were you infiltrated'ihfb ¢ub§ibefopei§Ré’F
23 Bay of Pigs? R i
C:D ji;}§ ':24 '; Mr. Espinosa. I was belng 1nf11trated at theléame tlme

7:25 that the Bay of Pigs was taking place, and,wegwereuordered;FQp

L PETIS flgf; L PR ftz ALDERSONREPORTNKBCOMPANYINC
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1 go back to Miami and then when we got back to Miami, we -found

2 out that they had landed. ;_f

Mr. Blackmer. Did they then try 1'o send you bacx°

16

. il, ot

Mr. Espinosa. "There was a little hustle at that tlme,'

:5 everything was very much in the air and we were on-spandﬁpy

ifff,s‘bup we were not sent backf

g of Customs or. Immlgratlon :in the Mlaml area were,madeﬁaware of

. g any of your partlcular ralds so as not to g%@k:

Mr. Blackmer. Do you recall whether or not any members

~Mr. Blackmer. The various raids that you went on,

’“Sjé'aSshme many of them were from the Miami area.

g
g West.

© 15

“Mr. Espinosa. Would you rephrase that ava1n°r*i‘-°”

oI

Mr. Espinosa. They were from the Keys;ydbwh&tdﬁahdfka,
s, .down’ toward. Key

Mr. Blackmer. Were you aware of any monitoridb b/

16:Customs or Immigration officials of the Unlted States Govern-

17 ment?
18

19

Mr. Espinosa. WOuld~-wnat do you mean by "mon1tor1ng°"

'TMMA

Mr. Blackmer. They are- charged with the respon31b111$y-wM

:.74 z‘z -
20 of enforcxng neutrallty ccts.aﬁd‘Ehey try to 11m1t any hostlle

-ﬂ}acts

ﬁ“{gz were

.azg did n
,:24

. 25

DocId:32245213

emanating from this country. Were you aware that they

Operations
told spec1flcally about your or aﬂfzatﬁens so that

ot stop you?
Mr. Espinosa. VNo.

Mr. Blackmer. Were you ever stopped? -

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I was stopped. e
Mr. Blackmer. While you were working,fof géefCIA§ .wﬁfee[,»
Mr. Espinosa. No, never. | o .

Mr. Blackmer.‘ When were you stopped?

Mr;'Espinosa,T.After I stopped act1v1t1es w1th the-CIA
Mr. Blackmer. . Approx1mately when was thls’7

Mr. Espinosa.‘ One~t1me.wes in June of 1963.

Mr. Blackmer. That was in Miami? ) e
Mr. Espinosa; eré} in Miami, and I. had been served by

Customs agents.two dlfferent times and I don t know the legal

name for it, 'notlflcatlon If I was caught: 1n a boat or 1n a

lane or trying to go somwhere, related to- any klnd of

wantl Castro . activity, I will get five years. in Jall or $5 OOO

,fine»or 10.-years in jail.

Mr. Blackmer. You were in fact stoppedxoneefoo;ﬁohegi
10637 R
Mr. Espinosa.’ Yes.

Mr. Blacxkmer. wéfe yop subsequently fihed?or‘anyvohafgesﬁ,
brought against you? | o ‘

'Mr. Espinosa. No. I was taken to a prison;and'anyway'l'

was released the next day.

"~ Mr. Blackmer. Let us, if we can, deal w1th that tnc t

T

specifically. Our records indicate that on June —@ of 1965{f””

~outside of Miami, you and four other 1nd1v1duals were stopped

by’ Customs and FBI agents with a twin- englne beach craft

" ALDERSON REPORTING'COMPANY, INC, *
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1 alrplane that you were attempting to load with exp1031ves &sawﬂi
2 bombSé? your intended mission, which was to bomb an- 011

"3 refinery in Havana.

4 Could you tell us whose idea that operatiOntema%éﬁede‘
"5 from? | o

6 . Mr. Espinosa. From me.

7 Mr. Blackmer. It waa-your idea?

8 Mr., Espinoaa. Yes.

9 Mr. Blackmer. -Did.you get any assistance from any other

10 individual for the raid?
1 "Mr. Espinosa.'uYes, I got assistance from Carlos },
. Heemawdez
12 HeFmanes, from Plguel Alvarez and ‘that is the other klnd of

13 assistance you are asking for?

CZ) . 14 Mr. Blackmer. Financial or other?
15 , Mr. Espinosa. Financial assistance from NcLaney.,f
16 Mr. Blackmer. How much money did McLaney glve you for»~

17 this project?
18 Mr. Espinosa. I cannot recall. He gave us whateVer we

19 needed to buy the exploSiVes and so on.

'r‘zo Mr. Blackmer. Who got the airplanes?
21 . Mr. Espinosa. It was Sam Benton.
22 Mr. Blackmer. And how did you know %am Benton5
_ o - }. 23. Mr. Espinosa. I met him at McLaney's house several
C:D. .24 times. '
25 » Mr. Blackmer. How was he introduced?

ALDERSON REPOHT]NG COMDANY INC
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19

Mr. Eséinosa., You mean in whaﬂw-—-

Mr. Blacgmer, What‘you understocd to be hlS partlcu;afb
role. . |

Mr.‘EspinoSa. He was like a friend of mine and alfrlend
of Mike's and I guess Mike wanted him to front for hlm or be
the one who zot the airplane.

Mr. Blackmer. Did.he have any specific knowledge of
planes or munitions or anything of that naturé tokwhere he
would be a person that,you would go to get thesetthiﬁgs?

Mr. Espinosa. I wouldn't know that but I donf@itgink so,
and I wouldn't thihk,so. H

Mr. Bléckmer.‘ So, you think it was really'MikeTQE64
secured the planes and used Sam as the front man. »

Mr. Espinosa. No, I think Mike told hiﬁ*tOQQE?quﬂWhat
we wanted more or- less anduhescot it. S

Mr. Blackmer. Was it your understanding’ that Benton:w;é
connected with the covernment in any way, the U S ‘Governmént°

Mr. Espinosa. No,‘at no time did I believe he'wgs

‘connected with the U.S. vaernment.

“Mr. Blackmer. And had Mike at any time to<your_kn5wledge

_been connected with the U.S. Government?

Mr. Espinosa. Not that I know of.

Mr. Blackmer. Where did you get the éxblqéi@ésttbétfydu-'

were going to use?

Mr. Espinosa. I think we got them in Fof£”LQUQErdalé.

. ALDERaON REPORTING COMPANY INC

Tann “Hh QTDI::T Q \AL DEDADTEDS DI NINA (A/ACLINATAN A~ AAAAY 1AAAL EEA Anar



20
C:) i'ﬁA . 1 Mr. Blackmer; Did you pérsonally get them or séﬁéohe
o 2 else got them? o
3 Mr. Espinosa. I think Miguel Alvarez got them \
4 Mr. Blackmer. Can‘you'tell us a little bit. about what

.5 the plan»wasbfor this bombing raid?

6 Mr. Espinosa. Well, the plan was to try to get ihe‘ 

‘7 refinery out of service or out -of production So’ingtead of

8 bringing crude oil into the country and be refined in‘Cuba,

9 they would have to bring in the gasoline. So, that would: have
10 made a very easy target for us in order to blowsup £Heﬁf§nker

11 or whatever vessels were used to bring in the: basollne; (

‘12 Mr. Blackmer. Were you aware that any of these vesséls

13 that were carrying oil to Cuba may have been flybng;aqﬁu5518n

14 flag? L
15 Mr. Espinosa. No, this was a hypo”‘eti‘?alzz"'t"f-l'?i..gi‘:g;.:}ié;:t;;.{the |
16 time. N

17 Mr. Blackmer. It was not your intention‘ag‘thégkgime to

18 provoke an incident between the U.S. and Russia?
19 Mr. Espinosa. No, that would have stopped us froﬁ‘
20 blowing.up the Russian ship.
5.2i Mr. Blackmer. So, you had some knowledve, I*Undérsﬁand,

22 of the particular oil refinery that you were 001ng after7

- 23 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. ‘
“C:D S 24 Mr. Blackmer. How did you acquire that knowledoe°
25 Mr. Espinosa. Well, through a famlly bu31neses B

‘C:?A‘
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Mr. Blackmer. And what specifically was that bu31n°555

Mr. Espinosa. It was--there were 1nd¢strlal 1nsoectors "
who used to inspect sugar reflnarles alcohol and olaces whoge
alcohol was being made and gasollne reflnerles, or 011
refineries, et cetera. |

Mr. Blackmer. And you had personally gone over this
particular refinery? |

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, as. a younger man I used to 50 ther

with inspectors sometimes to make some pocket money or»

'somethlng

~Mr. Blackmer. A part-time job?
"Mr. Espinosa. A part‘time job, yes.

Mr.. Blackmer. Did you talk McLaney into,finéhoi@égihis

~operation?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. And did you know what his. partlcularogﬁ“
interest was in seeing this operation successfully compleoed°

Mr. Espinosa. Well, I mean, first we have to say uhat if
the-operationfﬁas_succesSful, perhaps wo'had a chance to -
economically cripple the country and consequently'bring»about
a change in the polities. ' Of course, a change 1n the:.* | |
polltlcal situation at the time would have been a. favorab1°,J
change for Mr. WcLaney S economlcs or bu51ness out there. ¥i

Mr. Blackmer. So, McLaney was personally 1nterested 1n

regalnlnv some of his possessions in Cuba.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY !NC
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Mr. Espinosa. Yes, exactly like that,
Mr. Blaékmer. Do you Kacw 1if he was 1nvolvéa 16 any o;
the internal pOllulCS in Cuba in the sense--do jOu‘kngw 1f he

was sponsoring any partlcular exile leaders who could p0551bly

in the foreseeable future go back to Cuba and take over once

~Castro was -eliminated?

Mr. Espinosa. I don‘t_kndw that. I don't think so.

Mr. Blackmer. So; is it your opinion uhat Mr. WcLancy
was doing what llttle he could and hoping that others would do
a llttle and add to tne p0351b1e fall of the Castro’"eglne7

Mr. Esplnosa.. Exactly :

Mr. Blackmer. In July of 1963 outside of New Orleans

Louisianna, a large catch of dynamite and hom@-made bombs were

found in the home of Bill McLaney. Could you tel.ius-ypatvyou

know about that catch of arms that was dlscovered21  f-”

Mr. Espinosa. It was takeh there by me éhdff§JWa$v§6tbe.5

used in other raids.

Mr. Blackmer. A similar réid?

Mr. Espinosa. AS the one that was in Cuba.

‘Mr. Blackmer. I understand that sdme of tﬁe.pEOplé that
participated with you in the June 15 attempp-éiéo;pgﬁgic1pated
with you in the July attempt. . B o

Mr. Espinosa. Yés.

Mr. Blackmer. First of all, it is m§ Q§q§rs£anqiﬁéwfh§t'

you planned on using a B-25 or B-26 bomber. -

. ALDERSON REPORT!NG COMPANY INC
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C:QH»IV' T Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

2 Mr. Blackmer. Was it the B-25 or B-267?

Mr. Espinosa. I cannot remember, one or the other.w

w

4 | Mr. Blackmer.. Who was it that was to- get the plane°7

5 Mr. Espinosa. The- plane was to be dellvered to us oven
‘>6 there. .

7 Mr. Blackmer.. Aﬁ Pontchartrain?

8 Mr. E§pinosa.'.Yes,”and we were to‘go;over‘there'Qn thé

9 plane and take off.

10 Mr. Blackmer. Sbecifically, who was/géingvtqjgofén the

© M .actual flight?

12 Mr. Esplnosa.,fIt'was going to be a pilot, whéééjnéme”l
C:) _j.»"_d3 can't remember right now. ' 500 »
» b » + ry . . . ‘\\
14 Mr. Blackmer. Was it Antonio B@squez?
15 Mr. Espinosa. I am not sure; it could be.-‘
16 Mr. Blackmer. Who else was to go on the plane°,;”
17 Mr. Espinosa, There were only three people towgolén the

18 plane. It was going to be Antonio, if it was—-i.am not Sure,
19 and Miguel and myself or either Migual or Carlos Hernandez.
90 Mr. Blackmer. Was Sam Benton, once again, going to get

*21eyou the plane?

22 Mr. Espinosa. No.
[_23 _ Mr. Blackmer. Who was going to get you the olane° .
C;D ’ T]’;‘24 Mr. Espinosa. I have no idea. We were trled the wnole

26 thing was departmentalized.

©
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Mr. Blackmer. Whose responsibility was it to your

knowledge--was it to get the plane?

Mr. Espinosa. Financial responsibility,'youfnean?77
Mr. Blackmer. Financial‘responsibility. -'fif”" £
Mr., Espinosa. Itnwas Mike McLaney.

Mr. Blackmer. And to the best of your knowledge,'Mike

was going to make sure that the plane was at a Specified *

location?

pllot w1th you or was the pllot supposed to be tnere w1th the

Mr. Espinosa. That is right.

Mr. Blackmer. - And'as to the pilot, did you take the

plane7

then

Mr. Espinosa.' No, I went there first to that place and

the guy who was 301ng to go with the plane, Carlos_ﬂf

Hernandez, came from Miami, and the pilot was supposed 'meetf»

us there once the plane was there or we knew the plane was;

coming and he was going to fly from Miami to New Orleans.

from

Mr. Espinosa. No.

ka L
Mr. Blackmer. & dldn't come eé%ﬁ Carlos Hernandez° :
| Lmuchl"
Mr. Blackmer. Do you know an 1nd1v1dual named buehll
Colesville, Illinois?
Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

\LUU(CL\(

Mr. Blackmer. How did you come to know b&ehl17“‘

Mr. Espinosa. Someone gave me his phone number -and I ﬁ'

can't recall who did 1t by now, and I called hlm and I
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inquired if I could g0 and see him and get some. expioalves andhi
get some special detonators made for the bombs we were 7gyng:
to drop in the raid, o o

Mr. Blackmer. This 1nd1v1dual that told: you abOUt hlm,

-what did the individual tell you about Luchli?

Mr. Espinosa. It was just the John Birch Soc1ety who had
helped some of the Cubans and different offlclals before

Mr. Blacxmer. You telephoned this 1nd1v1dual and met
him, I assume, where? |

Mr. Espinosa. At his place, at his house.

Mr. Blackmer. -fnat‘was where?

Mr. Espinosa.’-In Colesville, Illinois. ‘ o

Mr. Blackmer. Did you then go with him?toxﬁiek&dn'd
explosives? | ;;"Ffﬁiifélf{

Mr. Espinosa. First, we~picked up tne‘eﬁnldaiveadndtf@ei
left them at the place where he had them and then we went on
for three or four days ma'»<1nU the detonators whlch were made
from the heads of 61 millimeter mortar shellshorjéo,m%lldmeter
mortar shells. ' L nw‘ -
Lauct/, ' - -

Mr. Blackmer. I assume Mr. Luehli supplled all of" the :
1nd1v1dual parts and you and Luchli together made ;ggmkmwmbﬂf“

Mr . Espinosa. We put them together and he had a very
nice working room.

Mr. Blackmer. This was in Colesville,'lj-»Il:"li,novi‘__s'f?ie

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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<;> -d,, 1 Mr. Blackmer. And then- did you suoseouently taxe the _jff
o 2 bombs and munitions with you to New Orleans? SRR
3 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
4 Mr. Blackmer. When you went to New Orleens;onnenefdid,

5 you stay?

6 Mr. Espinosa. I stayed;at McLaney's house.
-7 Mr. Blackmer., The Same cottave at Lake Pontchartra1n°
8 Mr. Espinosa. ‘Yes- but let me say somethlng flrst I

g_stayed the first nlght 1n a motel and the next day I drove
.10 because I wasn! t sure I couldv-lnd a place at nlght and then
11 the next day I drove. over tnere

12 Mf. Blackmer. Did. you at any time contact Blll Mchney°.'

C:> e d3 - Mr. Espinosa. I can't recall if I did or not I probably
© 0 g4 did. A o
SRR ‘ ﬁgcoﬂSL- J%é . S
15 Mr. Blackmer. Do you lkavwe dny—idea—how . someone else may

16 have given you a key or was the door left open° ‘In otner-

17 words what I am trylng;tozestabllsh is: Did Billvknonfebout
18‘the‘whole operation?' | L

19 Mr. Espinosa. I can't sey for certain.

20 Mr. Blackmer. And you do not recall.wbepner1on{notfHE~;_

Cor physically came to the cottage where you wehe?;?gg."

'féz,. “Mr. Espinosa. No. 1
v¥23 Mr. Blackmer. Did you know anyone else in New.Orleansnat~
C:) o éﬁ the time that you might have been in contact: W1th°'$fj?tidj
25 Mr. Espinosa. No. o
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27
o i Mr. Blackmer. Did you know an individual by the name of -

2 Guy Eannister?

3 Mr. Espinosa. Not that I know of.
4 Mr..Blackmen. A former‘Falsagent‘and actiVe‘étﬂﬁﬁé*pre'

5 in New Orleans.

v'ﬁf.fﬂ_  6 _ Mr. Espinosa.

PAoid Feraie

8 "~ Mr. Espinosa. No.

7 Mr. Blagkmer.

1
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Mr. Blacxmer. Are you familiar with an,indi&iduél by the
name of Carlos Marcell@g? L
Mr. Espinosa. \No. SO
N1cK . R
Mr. Blackmer. Gee=Sam POplC& e '
Mr. Espinosa. HNo.

Gor15co e
Mr. Blackmer. Peter Gsurasco? s

Mr. Espinbsé. No. i

Mr. Blackmer. After you arrived at Lake Pontcnartraln, a.;
day or so later, I assume Carlos Hernandez came and met you |
and I assume you went over the plan of the operatlon.

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. v |

Mr. Blackﬁer. ~Could you tell us at. what p01nt you
decided agalnst ‘going on the operation? .,“;13r: ’

Mr. Espinosa. Well somehow the father of Ff;d é;ll o WO
was going to arm the plane, dled and subsequently we had to
restructure and the guy had to go to Miami and sqortly after
the burial or something we found out he had been plcked up by
the FBI, so we had - to call the operation off. |

Mr. Blackmer. And at any,time did you see the pfédeé?

Mr. Espinosa. No. o

Mr. Blackmer. After the operation wasf&égéelléa;,wheféi‘
did jou go?‘ e o

Mr. Espinosa. I came to New York.

Mr. Blackmer. Did you contact McLaney?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I did.
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- Stopped by the FEIF C&xd you contact Mlke McLaney°.

Investigationg had in essence infiltrated the operatl@ndzg;rwn'“

29

Mr. Blackmér“ And ~did you explaln to him that th°

'operatlon had been cancelled?

Mr.'Espinosa;' Yes, for the time being.

Mr. Blackmer. What was his reaction? ’

Mr. Espinosa. I explained it to him‘éhd‘i’ﬁhbugﬁt;he was
}easonable. S ' o x f T

Mr. Blackmer. eﬁ&ﬁ:&@&5tlgfter the June 15 raid was

Mr . Espinosa.‘ Of course.

Mr. Blackmer. What was his reaction td:tHé£°"

Mr. Espinosa.v'He was-always a good gambler and he toox,,
thlngs very phllosophlcally. ‘ | |

Mr. Blackmer. ‘Was He upset that the Federal Burnau of

Mr. Espinosa‘ No.

Mr. Blackmer. Was he aware that someone in the operation

had leaked the 1nformatlon to tne FBI?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, we told hinm.
Mr; Blackmer. What was his reaction to that?

Mr. Espinosa. We told him we wanted to. klll the guy but

he Said; "No, you shouldn't do that.”

Mr. Blackmer. After your trlp to New York and your
contact with Mike McLaney, did you =aver aﬁaln propose a
Similar operation?

Mr. Espinosa. No.

ALDERSOI\ REPORTING L.OMPANY 1NC
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Udalia Mayar? Did you ever hear of that 1nd1v1dual°{39“

Mr. EBlackmer. th was that?

Mr. Espinose. well, vou get tired of failure. :pfj
Mr. Blackmer. Well, it ggt%nly twlce af‘*%w %WW%
Mr. Espinosa.v It is only twice but up to flvn_or 51x

years do*ng the same thing. .;;;;;“elf .

Mr. Blackmer. In 1962, there was a raid on ‘a. hofel’iﬁ‘

Havana, a shelling of a hotel in Havana by members &; ﬁ{g
Mr. Espinesa. It was 1966.
Mr. Blackmer. No, 1962, by members Offthe‘DRE,vwﬁieh was

an anti-Castro exile;orgéhization at

the time.

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. Were you familiar with that rald,andsdqﬁ

YO K DO Yo 0 LD G @ DO e ?
Mr. Espinosa. No. ‘ ﬁ}yfefy

Mr. Blackmer. Did you know that Carlos Herﬁahde;fﬁas on -

‘that raid?

Mr. Espinosa. I have heard that he was but I waeh!i

| Manve

Mr. Blackmer. Did you know Emanugl Salvat?

Mr. Espinosa. I can't recall

Mr. Blackmer. Also on that raid was aﬂ 1nd1v1dual named

, .
ioe /
T/

Bt 4

. ")’,

Mr. Espinosa. I think sSo, yes. . .

Mr. Blackmer. And do you recall what=you_ﬁéve-heefd“"'

ALDERSON REPORT!NG COMPANY INC
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organized crime efforts %o sponsor similar- ralds 51mllar Lo

about that individual?
Mr. Espinosa. VNo.

Mr. Blackmer. Were you aware at any time of any

the one that you were on-?

Mr. Espinosa. No.

Mr. Blackmer. When you were living in Pavana and

‘frequently in the: Hotel N801onal did you ever know :an

.9 1nd1v;dual named=Norman‘Rothman?
10 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
11 ‘Mr. ‘Blackmer. What was the nature of¢ydur?f§i;tféﬂ$Hip
12 with him? PR 2
C:D :f V'> 13 Mr. Espinosa. I juét saw him a coupleqofiﬁiweS;’ﬁhéﬁiis}
‘ , R
15 Mr. Blackmer. Did you not in fact know;hi&ssdyoc
1&=ggﬂ§ﬁﬁ> h
. Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
>18 Mr. Blackmer. And did»you know his soﬁi@%ﬁg?igfﬁéVaha or
19 Miami? BT )
'-26 Mr. Espinosa. I met him in Miami. | , :
.21 Mr. Blackmer. Was there a particular Ho?éijSEjgééiéh%iA
J  22 you uSed to meet? RN
: . .23 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, there was a bar 1n‘a no»el 1n W*aﬁl
\C:> -   ‘24 Beach. He used to have this bar, and I thlnk we called hlm :
o '25 "Cappy," his nick-name, and we used to go qu1t°noften to nls¢ 
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bar.
Mr. Blackmer.
occasion?
Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Blackmer.
the elder Rothman?
Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Blackmer.,

And was the elder Rothman theaefbnﬁi,

Maybe a couplewof‘times;‘yes;‘

But you had no specific-assqciaﬁi@&ﬁWith

No.

And at no time did Norman Rothman have

need of your services as far as 1mplement1na any clanaestlne

activities?
'Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Blackmer.
Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Blackmer.
Bender?
Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Blackmer.

Mr. Espinosa.
Hr. Blackmer.
who had connections
Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Blackmer.

Rolando Cubela, had

No.
So, it was just Mike McLaney;ff
Yes.

Did you know . an indiVidaalaﬁamadﬂEnahk‘.a&

I don't think so.

In Havanz once again, dld you have any

:contact with the American Embassy with respect to your
underground activities? -
- No.

Did you know any 1nd1v1duals 1n your ﬂroup

with the American Embassy'7
No.
Did you know whether or noc your frlend

any contact with the Amerlcan Embassy°
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Mr. Espinosa. No.
Mr . Blackmer. ©Did you.have any contact w1th the Central
Intelligence Agency in Havana? S |
Mr. Espinosa. Not mény;“but.from a gdodfffféﬁa&dfwﬁihé;'
yes. | o S
Mr. Blackmer. Who was that?

Mr. Espinosa. Carlos Tepedino. I don't know deQSUFe he

was an agent.

Mr, 81ackmer ,Tepedlno was a friend of - Cubela qhd he
had contact with the. CIA?

Mr. Esoinosa. I cannot tell you for sure 1f he had

contact with the CIA but this is what we all belleved at the

Lime,

Mr. Blackmer. Is there any 1nd1v1dual thaéL&éQ.may'hév; J
suspected that he had contact w1th° . f i

Mr. Espinosa. . No.

Mr. Blackmer. Have'you heard of an individﬁal,h;meaﬂv
David Phillips?

Mr. Espinosa. No.

Mr., Blackmer. Did you ever see Frank Stufgls'at.any of 
the gambling casinos in Havana? - - |

Mr, Espinosé. No.

Mr. Blackmer. VWere you aware of any of Frank Sturgls'

activities with Fidel Castro prior to Castro's take over°

Mr. Espinosa. No.

. ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY iNC
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1 Mr. Blackmer. Do you know an individual namedﬂceréld
2 Patrick Hemming?

3 Mr. Espinosa. I think I met him once or tw1ce 1n ﬁlamlﬁ»

4 Mr. Blackmer. And did you have any deallngs w1thiﬁﬁff.'
'r5>Hemming? |

-8 -Mr. Espinosa. Nobhiné;at all.

7 Mr. Blackmer. Whatfaid'you know about Hemming°Vﬁ'
.8 Mr. Espinosa.. Vothlnv; What we -thought we. nnew about

9 hlm is that he was always mixing with the Cubans tnat were
10 trying to do SOWGthlh“ but the word was he was worxlnc for the
11 FBI or CIA or somebody, -and no one ever: took hlm very

- 12 serlously about anything or confided in him: for anythlng.;

13 Mr. Blackmer. ‘Where were you on November 22 1963°
C:> 14 Mr. Espinosa. That was the assa551nat10n°’yw;§ﬁfi
s Mr. Blackmer. Yes. -
16 Mr. Espinosa. In New York.
17 Mr..Blackmera' When you learned of the . assa551natlon--and

18 I assume you saw newspaper artlcles and telev151on coverave of
.18 the assassination--did you recognlze Lee Harvey uswald as
kw;n hav1ng seen him before? S ‘
21 Mr. Espinosa. No.
122 Mr. Blackmer. Had you heard anythlna after the
‘éé assassination from any of your frlends in tn° Cuban elee |
C;)_ ::7 -»24~community that may have 1mp11cated any one. of the old Cubanfa

*?ZS‘ex1les in the assassination?
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Mr. Espinosa, No, never.
Mr. Blackmer., After the Bay of Pigs, what' was the

reaction to him of the Cuban ex11es that you: Anew? I am sure

they were very dlsappOLnted and were many of them vrolently

-angry agalnst Kennedy hlmself or the U.S. Government’ 'f'.

Mr. Espinosa. Not really against him, agalnst the CIA
mainly or against-: the government and not against (ennedy

Mr. Blackmer. What'was their general feellnc as the
cause of the failure of the Bay of Pigs?

' Mr. Esplnosa.v.The.CIA.

Mr. Blackmer.'-Haw do you mean?

Mr. Espinosa. Well, should I go into thls a llttle°

Mr. Blackmer. Yes, I thlnk 50. e

Mr. Espinosa; when the questlon was rlsen by tne pllots,

in»Guatemala, if you arelﬁ01ng to go to the Bay, go 1n w1th a{

B~25 or B-26. B-26, let us say, is a tactical bomoer plane

and now this kind of plane if I remember, it has elgnt

~50~caliber machine guns: in the nose and two 1n the tall and S0

on.
And in order for this plane to fly- from Guatemala to Cuba

and be able to have g3 feeder for ‘30 minutes operatlon 1n the

area and bomb or machine gun for 30 minutes and come bac ‘to

Guatemala, all of this ammunition and all of the machlne guns
have to be taken from the plane and put addltlonal gasollne '

tanks in.
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So, the question was aroused--and how do you’ say in
English--it was raised of what ‘happens when we cet there-ff
without any fighter protectlon and the planes are.601n* to be‘;:“

in the air and they are going to be knocked down° “‘”:'

So, the answer to t nat ‘was: that there were'g01ng to be
two or three bombing ralds and one in San Antonlo an in.
Havana and another one 1n another place ‘and another one in
Valdo Beach at the alrport and just destroy it and maxe 1t a
pretentious strlke and destroy Castro's air force on tne~
ground, |

SQ, everynody was very content with thls explanatlon and
the strike took over and Roa ‘Wwho was a uban ambassador to

the United Nations, made g blg fuss at the tlme. KSg;'tnere

was. a big fuss in the Unlted Natlons and they camt_ ,wlth the"_

‘plctures of the planes, and then it was found that thls storyl

N

that the air force had been bombed by Cuban pllots belonglng
to Fldel Castro's army who had defected, it was .a 11e because

thé models of the Cuban- planes were a different model like

tyou have a DC-9B or DC-=9C or is that rlghté:x

So, when Stevenson, who was ambassador to tne Unlted

Nations--when he went to Kennedy and the thlrd strlke was

MPw—Espimesa. oOr three planes were left as a consequenceﬁ

of the Stevenson convincing the president at a’ tlme to. call of
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1 the third raid, so. consequently we Adost all of the planea.
2 Mr. Blackmer. Is that one of the specific reasons why

3 the invasion failed?

4 Mr. Espinosa.  Yes, I would think so.
5 ~ Mr. Blackmer. Because'ﬁéstéd's air fofcerQSiéslé £5

"6 annihilate the bombers and aléo the supply ships?lx"wl“

7 . Mr; Espinosa; As long as; we had a boat we could réally
8~take and malntaln a piece of land over phere untll the forces'
9:0f tne(arganlzatlon of Amerlcan States wopld come l?, and as. l”
10 understood oy frlends ‘of mine who Leeezhere, all df tha.shlps,ﬂ
11-the battle shlps ‘were. rlght there and the’ carrler and the ‘

‘dszhole thing.

C:) L3 So, I guess the whole. than was that’ somehow peoplev5

n:’14'thought it was as usual, the usual CIA screweLgcp'thlng,band
15 they thought it was Stevenson who really. pre01pltet d h‘“
16 whole thing. But nobody--maybe because they were sympauhétlc,
17 but nobody bothered about blamlng*&ennedy for it.
18 Mr. Blackmer. So, it was your feeling at the time that
19 the CIA was notéd for'ine f1c1ent operatlonSpeﬂdjig your{
20 tralnlng, did you feel like you were given 3mad°quate and E&L
© 21 sufficient tralnlnézand—d&d—yea~£@e4—4&kenwhe@£*f3:i.i""
22 Mr. Espinosa. As I said to you the other day, I d1d “and
- 23 300 guys did, but not the whole force that 1nvaded Cuba.'“Andfg

g;> ’ ;"l‘”' 24 then this might not have been a CIA dec151on and mlant have

25 been a decision saying you ‘have to get th°<ﬂuys ovnr there and

o
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C:) 1 it is now or never.
2 So, what I am saying is, as I said to vou'the other day,
3 it is the fault of the CubanSL' If we had gotten- 1n there An

4 the beglnnlnc and so on and so. on.

he

5. Mr. Blackmer, 2 id. many Cubans understand thlS to be tneg
6 situation tnatz\hould fall on thelr shoulders, . S

8 ”Mr. Espinosa:: They&d;gg’all heroes, even if they ‘never.
gvsaw a gun in-theirtllves - They are all heroes and so you have
10 to blame things on'other people and not on yourse1ves and tne'w

11 maln reason why we. falled should fall upon our shoulders to
12" begin with, B 1
13 .Mr.‘Blackmera It 1s your testlmony then that youb

’14rpart101pated in an lnflltratlon before the Bay of Plgs and

‘h15 after the Bay ‘of Pigs you were on three or four more .
15vinfiltratlons into Cuba?

7 . Espinosa. Yes.

his ' Mr. Blackmer..'And as I recall, what we are,tryina"to‘do

‘Jg»today is get on the record all of the things we. had dlscussed

o 3 ?Eif2d"1n ours interview with youoaﬁd—so—you"teﬁweve"”iituatu,onggggl‘
| : ;flji Lntervwewwvvﬁ“’?%%e@ e v"’hyimwy "thhxv‘b
'7:‘22‘ Mr. Espinosa. Let me tell you sometnlng” There was a
'-,23 file somewhere with the days and the people- that went 1nt0'
C:D } \.,'\24,thls infiltration and you didn't do that because I have seen

v"és'it~many, many years ago.

| e
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1 Mr. Blackmer. Where exactly did you sée “‘lS fJ.le’>
2 Mr. Espinosa. I saw it and I was GOlnﬂ Wlth somebody who
3 was a civil servant and he-showed it to me as a favor.buth“

4 know there is a file.

5 Mr. Blackmer. And thig;fiie you saw, where was%io;{iﬁ
-:61Miami? | | |

7 ~ Mr. Espinosa. No, I'didn’t.see it in Miami.

g8 M. Blackmer,.:WOulo*you”iike to tell us wherevyooﬂéaw

9 it? |

10 | Mr. Espinosa. No.

1 Mr.-BlaCRmer.v And to your xnowledge 1t detalls each one

12 of the operatlons that you personally were 1nvolved 1n°

.{'543v' Mr. Espinosa. "Yes,vand the persons 1nvolved and frlends

Q;q4 of mine and people 1nvolved ln the .other operatlo.
15 from the CIA and the-whole;th1ng.
16 | Mr. Blackmer. Is it your feeling that;.ae-you—ekbhéésed
‘ o F7 the other day, that these subsequent operations were merely
.'ﬁl ;'ﬂs-done by the CIA JUSt to keep control or taps on some of,bhe
 ‘/,’9 WCVM«A
.va:éo Mr. Espinosa. Either that or.to get us.xilléggfbﬁe[tpihg ’
21 or the other. _. | 17  | x vA‘
e'22 ' Mr. Blackmer. And you felt that the operatlons tﬁemév
!23 Selves were meaningless?  : DRt
<:> _ ’ :“"24 g Mr. Espinosa. Not only‘that;‘you two,ﬁgyé}péén?ig the

g army, 1s that right? And you Know, you can uﬁderStandlphat.‘
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1 Anyway, if you have a box of 20 caliber ma ciiine gf |

2 ammunition, you Know ekactly, you know when- you opon the~a-';
'3 ‘ammunition box you are going to flnd the regu1red ammun1t1on'

4 and when you start g01ng on the operatlon and you open up a 30

5 oallber munitions box and you start finding U5 callber )
-6 ammunition, you start wondering because_uhese thlngs'ppme;like

7 that, | ”

8 After a few years they take then away oecause it is like

9 a prescrlpblon in a pharmacy and they dellver‘uhem to you from
10 "an army. camp or from an army depot or somethlnc and what it

1ivsays outside,. belleve me, you will find 1n51de._ ;a

12 If you do not find in31de what 1is out51de, 1f you do not

L 13- find it, you wonder who changed 1t and why was 1t changed"
14 Mr. Blackmer. ' How large were the groups that_you |

15 infiltrated with?

fqé ' er. Espinosa. Smzl1l groups, three or fau?.
17 Mr. Blackmer. And were you parachuted in or'weaafyaa ;;,
 ‘,‘18" brought Q&&@ by sea? a .
‘719> Mr. Espinosa. We were always taken in by sea.i'The na;e

1_20 of that Frank I mentioned before it Frank Bernarolno.'

121. Mr. Blackmer. ‘This was an individual you. knew°'“* 
2 Mr. Espinosa. He was a good friend of-Artgmgaua’;
é3 Mr. Blackmér. And Cubela? )
C:D . p]?ﬁ?éﬁ Mr. Espinosa. No. | M |
R {g§ —Mr-—BlIackmer I Rave forgdﬁt€n~whene~@hq “man—waS””a~
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Mr. ES&JHQSwa*%ﬂWDﬂ?“bT theraidsy=—

Mr“m£kackmenww*0n€”bf“€he ra1os”you”were fﬁ*»f33~{iﬁ“"5"ff

0

Mr._Es Q;ngsam__Xou*asned—me-whe~was—w+%h—me~ené—%»

<mentioned. a-—few—others=amrg=i COUTd N tnt—y mcmb&aw

Mr.»Blackmer. In February of 1963 there was a- story
circulated that certain Ru351an tecnnlelans were hldlno in ‘the
hills in Cuba and that they wanted to defectyamﬂfés a result
of this a man by the name of Eddie Bayo or- Edwaroo Perez w1th
10 other men were 1nf11trated into Cubaaawd*HAey wereAneuer.
LL%ﬂﬁgiggy /QAaaf”

Seen again. Had you heard during the time th

Ru551an technlclans°

Mr.kEspinosa. It is ‘the first time thaﬁ'ffﬂeard;offif2éﬁn

the ‘time, yes.
Mr. Blackmer. Tnhat the Russians were in’ Cuba but haﬂf
you heard any of them uere hldlna and ready to def‘ect'>
.\Mr..Esplnosa. Ho., |

Mr. Blackmer. What had you heard aoout the RUSSLans»'

technicians at the tlme°

Mr. Espinosa. Well, what I heard at ihéitiméfwég7éﬁéit
loug before that time, long before 1963, there was Alphonzd ‘:1rm
Carol and there was Siva--the last name and I cannot rememberu-
the first name, and they were in a CIa ﬂlSSlOn‘ln Cuba anj |
they reported to the CIA or at least they.sa;d§they_were.

technicians or they were putting things togeﬁﬁer and they

.~ ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC;
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1 didn't know exactly what it was, so"they wére,not bh§é€éd‘for

2 tuet pgarticular mission and S0 I have heard.
3 Mr. Elackmer; Was this before 7962?
4 Mr. Espinosa. ;Eefore 1962, yes. |
5 Mr. Blackmer. ~Was”itkbefore the Bay of Pigs?
ts Mr. Espinosa. Before the Bay of Pigs. f j:
7 Mr Blackmer.  But you had not heard of thaté#%ha, 5 Tﬁ;;;w
8 Mr. Espinosa. ' The first time T. heard about thls story
9 about the Russians in the hills is now.  3 . ;,, 'ﬁﬁ#O ébscqya

10 Mr. Blackmer. And you were aware of- General B}o Coscoya,N“

11 the general who tralned Castro?

]

12 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I have heard about . the old man iésg,'
’ _ 13 Mr. Blackmer. Did you personally Know hlm'7 | o L
C;D_. 14 Mr. Espinosa. No. o
" 15 Mr.‘Blackmer. Did you ever seé him? -
16 Mr. Espinosa. No.
4&7 Mr. Blackmer. Were you aware of any children hé‘iég‘have
 ° 18 had?
119: Mr. Espinosa.  No. ;
b'éO - Mr. Blackmer; And you do not know-EddiéuBé§§éo 
‘5551 Perez? IR 3
‘ 2 Mr. Espinosa. No.. .
T"f€23 . Mr. Blackmer. ATT Thekt, I think John Hornbecx would'f'
C:)  fta; 24 like to ask a few questlons especially about Cubela and yoﬁr
ST wrn i e
28 relatlonshlp there ard—sT | Terlfurithe qufbbloﬂlﬂs ﬁﬁeﬁ’*ﬁ
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Mr. Hornbeck. Can you. state the first tlme that you met
Rolando Cubela and what ycur reletlonshlp was w1th hlm,ln
Cuba? |

Mr. Espinosa. I must have met Rolando when I was about

12 or 13 years old because he used to go, or we used to have a-

very good protestant school in the city in which I was borr.
And a lot of people from all over Cuba used to go there to get
an education.

He was going to this school and I met hlm ab that tlme,
and I was 12 or 13 and he must have been 15 or - 16 /ears old at
that tlme. | | |

Mr. Hornbeck. Were you friendly w1th any of hlS\
relatlves and was he friendly with any of your relat1ves°

Mr. Espinosa. I was friendly with his father and w1th

‘his mother and mainly with his brother, and his father,~l saw
‘him and he was always lost somewhers and I was wvery friendly

with his mother and with his sister, Cari.

Mr. Hornbeck. After this first schooling wlth Rolando,-
did you continue to stay in contact with him?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, mainly because he was 3 very ﬂood
>05L e

friend of Hoses Antonio Echeverria. >,::ij ‘ ;;¥%NﬂﬂF;:”S

Mr. Hornbeck. And I take it Echeverria wasra:ggpg]f}iénég';\

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, we used to live'Eont'éd minutes from
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each other.

Mr. Hornbeck. Did the three of you attendiéﬂ&féﬁhbﬁle;of
higher education? U

Mr. Espinosa.( We. all went ‘£to the Unlver31ty‘of Havana.,

Mr. Hornbeck. Were all three of you there at ‘ i
approximately the same t;me?

Mr. Espinosé; Yee, they were there before I was tHeﬁe
and by the time I got there they were big shots already.

Mr. Hornbeck ‘hhat was Cubela's course of'study at. the

Unlver51ty and what pOllthal activities at the Un;versx@y was

fhe engaged in?

Mr. Esplnosa, It is funny, Rolando started to be a

~doctor -and he was s»udylng to be a doctor.

Mr. Hornbeck. You are speaking of a-me;;é;f?éeetekgﬁyi;J

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, and I do not know whethef he. .
graduated or not and his political act1v1t1es were Qery, very
limited in the sense that he would sort of follow the - ‘
activities of Antonio mainly.

Mr. Hornbeck. And wsas thls their pattern at tne
Unlver51uy when you arrlved that Echeverria was a, real leadere

and Cubela was associated with hlm’

Mr. Espinosa. VYes.

Mr. Hornbeck. What year did you first ehter/ibe;

~University?

Mr. Espinosa. 1954,

.+ ALDERSON.REPORTING COMPANY, INC, - -
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1 Mr. Hornbeck. And was the University a stronvly”
2 pOllthal kKind of institution?
3 - Mr. Espinosa. Yes’.very‘much _
4 Mr. Hornbeck. - And you graduated from the Unlver51ty°l
5 Mr. Espinosa. ANo, I was there one year and 1t was uhat

6 we had a lot of -fights with the police and shoot—outg and,the
7 like.

8 Mr. Hornbeck. What wés the main contention between. the

10

11

12
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students and the police regime at that time?

Mr. Espinosa. chtatorsth, democracy and the tnounle we
were having with a dlctator you don't like and the Cubans have
Castro now. | .' | :

Mr. Hornbeck. Who waentnegdictator at that time?e%f”

Mr. Espinosa. Betistap

Mr. Hornbeck. And whd~were the students supportfmg ir

there was anyone candidate? -

Mr. Espindsa;-fWhét‘iswthat?

Mr. Hornbeck. Who did the students sup@drt orlwes“ft, 
just'against~Batiste? “ | | | |

Mr; Espinosa.. Malnly the last pre51dent Prlo .There
was a lot of aood nature and 1dealoglcal pOllthklng 1n the
Unlver51ty, and there was a lot of polltlckln:c done by other
guys who had been in the University for a lono tlme and the
kind of.students who never graduated, professional eﬁUdents,
and I think Prio was to butter them up and keep them fléming,
and there were different.sections. |

Bnt in general, everybody liked Prio and‘there was a'
democratlc .government and here came Castro and he screwedtit
up. E

- Mr. Hornbeck. When you left the Unlver51ty, were Cubela{

and Echeverrla still at the Un1versxty° R

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Hornbeck. Did there come a time~wned'yeu;jeined them
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in any anti-Castro activity or anti- Batlsta ac£1v1eies°,i,.’
Mr. Espinosa. I will explain to you. ’I was 1n the B

University for one year and I didn't study, and cll we dlo the

whole time was JUSt trying to get somethlng 7omg avalnst [

Batista. There were so many clasbes with the pollce anc'>

‘people shot and this and that.

And my father’took me out and sent me to LSU.’IIfebayed
there one year and‘thenil beeame of age, 18, ‘and my. grand-
father died, and so'I*deeided“to quit and‘ae‘en anAtaPe over'\//
the ranch that my ﬂrandfather had left me- at the tlme |

So, I went over there and minding my own: bu51ness and .

working and not messing in. politics and 1 used to spend three

or four weeks over there or 40 days and then 7o to Havana for

N _(r‘v

‘Havana and Rolando called me- and ne had Just--or Antonlo Had

just been to Nex1co to see Castro and they had a neetlng in

Mexico.

So, he sald F"We are going to have a meetlnc w1th about
Sose Antonrd

10 or- 12 guys in the Unlver51ty and Besanna told me to call

you,"

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell us apgpgximateiy‘whatjyear

e

Mr. Espinosa. ﬁ@%%ﬁ This was the day. before Colonel
Blanco was shot, the day before he was shot.~d’71’5

Mr. Hornbeck. Cen you ldentlfy what p051t10n he held°
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1 Mr . Espinoéa. who is that?
2 Mr. Hornbeck.  Blanco.
C:) 3 Mr. Espinosa. He was head of military inﬁelf;ééﬁd§f73
4 Mr. Hornbeck. Under the Batista regime? R
5 Mr. Espinosé. Yes.
6 Mr. Hornbeck.  ~ And that day, what ---
7 Mr. Espinosa. That day Rolando called me and he Sa;g%q!

8 "We are going to meet at the square in the University gt“1:10
HYose Quiomo '
g o'clock, and Hosesnna told me "to call you." And so I got over
10 there and we were about 10 or 12 guys; aﬁd Caétro,Was,%Qihg to
111 come and he seﬂt me regards from the guy who wéé,kiiied:aﬁd;we
Wé-had-to start feéllyvcracking'and gettingvthingsidché}ﬁwegf
~Jé”théne, like shooting the big guys or chiefaof §§iiqé;én€§$5;on
 14*and military-intelligance and all of that. A A
7} j5 - So, we made three groups of four peoplé.ééchy éﬁd‘l ‘can
z‘n16”remember who was there in case you want the names but I don’t
17‘th1nx it is of interest to you because most of them are dead,
.18 and maybe except for Rolando.
13; Mr. Hornbeck. If you can remémber the groups&ané“ﬁhet.‘
.\520 targets those particular groups had. L e
“21 Mr. Espinosa. The people who were therg,@efé EQiahd55‘ 
22 Antonio, Machinvand Machédo. | A

93 Mr. Hornbeck. Was that his first name?

Q:D ;fkya' 24 Mr. Espinosa. No, it was his last name and I can’t

25 remember his first name. There was Roderig
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Mr. Hornbeck. What was the first name? |
Mr. Espinosa,v Mdtosa. There was Joe Westbrook aﬁ§;t5e;e
was--I cannot remember his name now and he is déadié@&ﬁ§§; énd
all of the people that were there. | fﬂfgfg"f
Mr. Hornbeck. So, did the groués.divide ihﬁdltﬁegé%féuf
areas with specific targets in mind? |
Mr. Espinosar Yes, one group was going to‘takefgape:of
?Eiilggg,who was chief of police an@ we were the‘youngeéiiéhe§
and we got the easiest one, who was Blanco Irco, and then the
others were together going to take care of Taberinalla} A
Mr. Hornbeck. What position did he hdld?‘i; .
Mr. Espinosa. - The army chief.
Mr. Hornbeck. Were any of these groups sUdEésgthﬁiﬁf
carrying out their targets? J
Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
Mr. Hornbeck. Of the groups, which ones were 3uc§essful?
.Mr. Espinosa. - QOur :group; we were the one'who‘éotllucky
first.
- Mr. Hornbeckd Whatjwas-to be your particuiar fdi§:in phe
vassa551natlon of Blanco Irco? | ‘ . |
Mr. Espinosa. Just to stay in the car and worked w1th a

gun over there to see if someone was coming.

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you describe just briefly:QhathH

4. occurred the day he was killed?

Mr. Espinosa. Rolando called me and I'waégh¢t ét;ﬁQmé}
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I was a2t my girlfriend's, and it was a Saturday, andfheﬁeeiled
me over there and he wanted to pick me up and we took my car
and we picked up two guys and a hand grenade. |

Mr. Hornbeck. leles or pistols?

Mr . Espinosa; Two pistols, one 45 and one a Spéh{éh%
,§tart, and then we went to pick up Carbo, Pedro-Carpeigthet.is
the last name and we gave each other a rendezvous-atiTQidO

o'clock. I left Rolanco at his home and I went home and I

took a nap and I took a shower and I went there at 10:00-

o'clock and they were not there.

So, I went to three or four different: places where we

‘were ‘supposed to be "because the guy was supposed to be there,

and I thouoht maybe I was late or they were early I thought‘
it was my fault and I couldn't find him and about halP past 12
or 10:00 o'clock, I sald, "Wwell, nothing happened and I
don't know what happened and I went to sleep.' The next'
morning I just heard on the radio that they zZot the guy.

Mr. Hornbeck. After that particular event, . .what’ klnd of
actlv1f1es against the Batista reginme did you ehgage 1n wlth
Rolando and Echeverria? |

‘Mr. Espinosa. Let me try to synchronizeﬁbeQéUSe theh,i‘
nad to leave the,country. o - o v |

Mr. Hornbeck. He was immediately suspecteq?*tHff"

Mr., Espinosa. He was not immediately'suépeeﬂed::.Apithe

time we were so young and I don't think theyfwoGLdHShSpedfius

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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51
1'and”they were thinking of oldkgangstérs, and some of;ﬁi$‘ 
2 professional students that were there. Actually, I‘tﬁinkmﬁhaﬁ.
3 they got Cubela but édyway;at;fhat time he was out.of;ﬁhg

4 country.

5 Mr. Hornbeck; ‘Do_yoﬁikhow where he weng?
6 Mr. Espinosa,.~Hé¥weht to Miami. I think for a idhéf£ime,
~7 I didn't see hinm and.the other people were"trying-to.cérhy'on
8 with their targets, and I wasn't in conﬁacﬁ with Antonio for
cg;ﬁ | .. 9 about a year. - Then, hé célled me onerday‘and~w0-had a'meeting
1Q.and we were talking about maklng an assault on the Pr451-
"li,dentlal Palace and that is the last time’ that I saw hlm.'
121 _»Mr. Hornbeck, Approx1mate1y what was tne plan date of
r thé3assault on the palace? el
Mr. Espinosa. I‘ﬁhink he*got a.letter--i‘amﬁsufé%;ffdm-
vﬂiCé§prQ that he showed to all of us th were thefe étfthé£ 
meeﬁing that day, and the letter was saying, "Well,_after 120
':éayé>or 90 days or 200 days that I have been in thejsférra
”g ;Maétros,.in'£he hills, yéu haven't done anything yet."
| It was a kind of a. 1etter that was really trylnc toﬁmake

"_hlm feel like a shit, and I know this was a much moref';'

 £*comol1catea thlng and. it was only going to be the studentsrwho‘

“:féziwebe'gQLng to dovlt. | L
"23;€ . Thén, in came people from other orcanléaﬁlons énd

x}rnlétiVes in the other organizations, the far rloht aﬁd‘”

ex= polltlclans like Sandro and people llxe that and I saw nlm

; :,4w;7’{j_‘:ﬂ o ) ‘,‘ i ALDERSONREPORﬂNGCOMPANYINC :
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that day and he said,

'”I will be in touch with you,”‘andAh:

never got in touch with me.

Mr. Hornbeck.
to Miami?

Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Horabeck.
was?

Mr. Espinosa.

Mr. Hornbeck.

Mr. Espinosa.

months after that ti

Mr. Hornbeck.. .
first part of 1959,

Mr. Espinosa.
the time in Havéna,
a very good relation
of the senate in Cub
friend of mine;
Mr. Hornbeck.
Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Hornbeck.
Mr. Espinosa.

was president of the

big shots. I met hi

and we were close fr

Did there come a time when Cubelaareturhéd

Yes.

v

Can you tell us approximately’when thau

It must have been the end of 1957.
And~from the period?

It was the middle of '57,Vthﬁeei§f four

me of the‘Pnésidential Paiace;‘ f ‘

From the period of mid '57 through $He;
what was your a55001atlon wlth Cubela°

You see, everybody was so burned up all of
everybody had to go to theﬂhlllsaapg I had
ship with the son of the actﬁal président

a at the time, and he was a very good

Who was that?

Alfred GonzalSs.

Would you tell us about'the old man flrst°
The old man was Anselmo Alllegro and he
Senate at the time, and he was onoiof thez
s step-son when I was 1n-LQpls;apna,Sta»e

iends.
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So, I was'somgbody who could be in Havana all of ﬁhé'£ime
and more or less protected and I could have the'liber‘.ty?_tjoil:go
places .and meet people and pass messages and‘go back £53t5§:.
hills and so on without muéh riSk_of anythinghapﬁééiﬂgfggihék

Mr. Hornbeék; So, where was Rolando_Cubela“dﬁéi%éﬁﬁﬁis;t 
period then up until the time wﬁen Eatista left the figét‘off
January?

Mr. Espinosa. He was in the hills all of the time.

Mr. Hornbeck. What was his group and what relation did

they have with tne Castro group?

Mr. Espinosa. They had no relation at all .

'ALDERSONREEOﬁﬂNGCOvPANYJNci -
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tir. tHornteck. Tuey were fighting independentlY?,__f

—
o

MrﬁéSpinosa. dep ncently, and trying to get fo Havans

vefore Castro did, and so you have an idea what the,realities

were.at -the time, when Castro sent Che Guevara ﬁrom Orlente

Province to the Prov1nce of uanta Clara. And I thlnx that he

had 150 or 150 wmen.

In Santa Clara there were plenty of people fighting,
because this was not such an isolated place as Uriente was,
and 1t was not only thevstudent‘group; there waé also the
people of the Wigliém‘mdrgan group which were‘the'thikd'fkont,

and they alone with 2;500 pecple. But Caatro'wanted to Have a

chair - over there somehow to control the 51tuatlon ‘and one.. of

the things, or the orders was to dispose of Rolandovﬂenoya.

Mr. Hornbeck. You are saying one of theyﬁi:&Lons of Che
Guevara was to eliminate or kill both Nenoyé and'CUbelajso
that Castro would be the only leader?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Hornbeck. How do you have that information?

Mr. Espinosa. From Cubela and from other peoule wno were

there at the time, because the thing is that sonenow thev

found out by some of the students from the3Uniy¢rsityiof;gﬂ

Ortente who were with Castro.
Mr. Hornbeck. Was there any confrontation with;either
Che Guevara or Castro?

Mr. Espinosa. Che arrived there and tookfhimfén&fbut'him

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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under custody. So there was.énother thing back ahﬁffd?th frOm]
Uriente to Santa Clara until the Zuy was relieved b&f‘éégﬁég
three or four days under custody.

Mr. Hornbeck. Approximately what time period ﬁ§§;k5ﬁS; 
can you pinpoint thatJfbrPus? |

Mr. Espinosa. This would have been October, September or

"October of 1958. ¢

Mr. Hornbeck. DBatista léaves Havana.aﬂproximately the
first of Jaanuary of 19597 |

Mr; Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Hornbeck. What arrangements, if any, werez%é&§ ;
between the various groups'then?

Mr. Espinosa. . Hothing.

Mr. Hornbeck. How did it come about thatwfidéi;éégpfo
then came to power and Cutela and Menoya énd seme of bhevother
leaders did not come to power?

Mr. Espinosa. I don't know. I always wondered ébout
that myself. And as/I‘said to you, I used to be in the
hospital room with Rolanao at the time when he wWas: wouncéd
when he Was going through the operation wlth the arm,‘ana I”f
was there when Castro came to see him, and when Che -came’ to 
see him and Raul Castro came to see him, and when thp otﬂer7
leaders from the student groups came to see hlm Tbeyqbaéf_
discussions about this and, first of all, they}weré;aii;éé'the

people, wiser people, better trained by_the-CQhﬁﬁniébs;Ofﬂ’

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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course, and they knew exactly what we were doing and we didn't..

Know- exactly what we were doing. We were fighting aw
once tne war was cover, we didn't know what to do and we didn't -
have any ambition of power.

And when I say "we,” I don't count and I am talki about

the people who were there; mostly I am talking about’ Rolaﬁoo

‘and there was no ambition of power or aany of that. - There was

Jjust to get the guy.out and that is it. Our aim was to stép,

when tneoe peoPle s aims were very well planned for far ane
Mr. donnbeok. . Did tnere come a tlne‘dhen you ano>Cuoela\

split as to your views of Castro? o n

‘Mr.. Espinosa. . Yes.

Mr., Hornbeck.  Can you tell us ayprox1mately when that

nhappened, and can you describe how you came apart°n“*'*

Mr. Espinosa. Well, as I said at the beflnnlng, wkéh he
came into Havana, ilmmediately they called me and thgngéid,
"Rolando is going to -be here.in about one hour and‘they'want
you to be at the University.'

fle came 1in 15 or 20 minutes late, and he said“to_me; I

think we are going to have a lot of problems'w1tn Castro and‘ -

the 26th of July as a symbolic thing, because so manj of our;

friends got killed on the attack of the- Pre510entlal Palace

and Antonlo was killed that day, and not there out another

part of Havana, and we went and took the Presidgpt;alvFalace

as a gesture and a symbolic thing.
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-or not guilty, they got shot and that is it.

The first two or three uonths Wwe were together all of.the
time. Then I starteo GlSdureeln- with him on things,-ahgflv[

guess I was a wise assvat.the time, especially’ auout tﬁe

‘things that we were lettin Castro oen away with, esye01ally

where he had to take ausolute power over everything and. we

were getting bull shit in return. And the fact was I neﬁer'

liked the guy; and as a metter of fact, I hated him,eend I
never Xnew his politicslbecaese-l don't know.

Some people findjout their Wwives or giris'areyfooling
around with somebocy else for two or three years andfjdéﬁe
from the beglnnlngvl thought this was going the w}ong wayii So.
I started heving arguments with Roiando and asklng for

explanations from him, because this was not what we' fOUJht for

and not what our friends died for, and "So you are bec;ﬁ an

accomplice of Castro and I cannot understand this."

<

He sald, "Why do you say that, and why are you putting up

‘With this?"

I said, ?And they are taking land away from people and
Lhey are shooting soldiers who never shot insthe- whbie‘@ér and .
JUSt shooting thnem and there was no trial, andQIxhé?e seen tk
trials and they were mockeries, and whether they wéfe Oullty

So he wouldn't give me the right answers. 'and he waidL;
sey, "Well, there is a revolution;” And T said ‘”I don t

understand that, Rolando, and I don't uncerstand 1t endlI

- ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, " -



10

1

12

C;D, ::il,i‘;qa

14
15
16
17
18
19
2

21

23
24

25

HW 53080 - DocId:32248213 Page 71

wi
(@}

don't understand the things that are happening, and.ybu éf§
being &an accomglice because'you are 1in a position toléo
something and you are not doiﬁg anything, and you.arefplaygng
his ball game." |

In the beginning we dichsséd these matters, and then We

started getting very close in, and I really didn"t understsnd

it. " And to the point one day we had a discussion in my house

~and he told my mother, "When your son goes to jail, then call

me," and I said, WI-won'ﬁ>call you.*"
Mr. Hornbeck. Rolando said that to your mother?
Mr. Espidosa.v Yes. |
Mr. Hornbeck. Approiimately when did you léévefﬁéQth?
cMr. Espinosa. I left Havana in 1959, o
Mr. Hornbeck. When in 19597
Mr. Espinosa. I don't know if it was October or
September or lovember; somewhere between Cctober and December.
Mr. dornbeck. During the period of time that ybu came to

the United_States.and went to train in the Bay of Pigs and

came back to the United States, did you have any‘contact;with

Cubela?

Mr. Espinosa. Well, some guys and myself, we thdught at

‘the time we were allowed to go to South'Amehicaﬁahd‘Iaand;some

others were goin

ou

to Panama or Nicaragua, and so we goOt' the
idea -- and there is one thing I forgot to tell you. . .

&t the beginning when things began, there was a lot of

ALDEﬁSONﬁEPORﬂNGCOMPANYJNC;{v,{:_ fw
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friction with the 26th of July, and we took all of théiﬁeépons
from an arsenzl in scme base outside of Havana, ané.ibﬁmﬁst
have been 500 ¥-1 rifles and 2 few 50-czliter méchiné éQn§>and
copﬁle Qf nundred of Thompson submachine guns, and somé.
mortars, a 160 tank.gun,'and soumehow all of the things'Qéré
hidden by me.

Rolando told me to hide it in a ﬁlace, that we were going
to need it one day. So I hid it in my house, and we had a
very big house, so big that when they came looking for these
they couldn't find it because it was like anuold castle and
there were like hidden doors, hidden panels éﬁd thiﬁgs;like

o _ .

that. '

They came looking fof it and they didn't find.it?fanc so
about two or tnree weeks after that I put the whole thlng in a

truck and took it to a resort very near to where Iuwas born,

in Varadero.

'S0 I took it over there and we decided, a few guys who
were going to do something, go to the hills or do soﬁething,
and we came out with this idea to go to some other country and
do something so we could get away and cover our act1v1u1ns.

We got caught.

Mr. Hornbeck. By whom?

Mr. Espinosa. By Castro.

de got caught, and we were taken to mllltary

Intelligence, and there were about six or seven of us énd‘

ALDERSOI\ RErORTING COMPANY INC
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1 they got all the weapons. Someone squealed and they
2 infiltrated sowmebody in the grcup. And I don't know"w“»t was
C:} , 3 going to happen, but it was a little_ it scary at tne tlme,

4 and so we were uncommunicated for sevaral days and we were
5 questioned, and We Wwere sticking to our story we going to
6 Guatemala or someplace else. And I can't remember now, énd

7 Rolando was in Spain and my mother called him and he came-over
»8 and he got us out,

9 Mr. Hornbeck.-vWasvthere any particular-reason he was in

10 Spain at that time?

1 Mr. Espinosa. He was a playboy.
12 . Mr. Hornbeck. It had nothing to do with’Castro?
<:> ’ f 13 Mr. Espinosa. HNo. He went over there to have a vood

14 time, and so actually the threat that he maoe,“”Call me and I

15’will help you," and my mother called him and he came over and
.16 he got us out.

17 , Mr. Hornbeck. After your period in the United btat@s

donfoet L

18 did you have any ceumseet with him? L
- 19 Mr. Espinosa. W«No. The only time I had cowtact'was when
'f 2O I told you that I went to Paris and these people bontaCL d.m
 21 Mr. Hornbeck. I am going to get to that and I want to'
‘>22 establish whethér or not, during the years tnat you were in
- 23 the United States ana training for the Bay of PLCSsand were in

New York, that you had no direct uOﬂtaCt w1tH hlm and dld you

25 have any indirect contact through mutual frlends? ﬂ“*“v

. e ALDERSONREPORHNGCOMPANY!NC L et T
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Mr. Espinosa. liever,

Mr. nornbeck. Approximately what year did you go to-

Mr. Espinosa. ‘I wént‘td Spain -- you meah nOW;“iﬁ;thé '
last few years? |

Mr. Hornbeck. Vlo.

Mr. Espinosa. I never went to Spain. I téld you the
cther day.

dr. Hornbeck. Approximately what‘year did you go to
Paris?

-Mr. Espinosa. I went to Paris in 1964 orv1965g; 

Mr. Hornbeck. Would it help you to know —=--

Mr. Espinosa. . I think it was 1964 or '65.

Mr. Hornbeck. Would it refresh your memory that,
according to goverament records, you came to New York'éhd

first contacted Immigration sometime approximately in June or

‘thereabouts in 19657

g

“Mr. Espinosa. Yes. | T

Mr. Hornbeck. HNow would your lMew York trip. then help
your memory as to when you first went to Parls°

Mr. Espinosa. Well, I came back‘to New York from D‘ar'ivs
and I contacted themn immediately, and so this must havn oeen
five cdays before or six days before. .

Mr. dornbeck. Can you tell us why you went' ‘to- P;rl

Mr. Espinosa. HNo. It was just a trip and I went to’

AALQERSQNREPORUNGC@MFANYJNC;i ; 
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C:> ' 1 Paris.

2 Mr. rflornbeck. You were éngaged at that time in no anti- .

3 Castro activities?

4 Mr. Espinosa. tiiothing.

5 Mr. Hornbeck. You were not working for the CIA»at £hat
‘6 time?

7 Mr. ESpinosa. lo.

8 Mr. Hornbeck. ApproXimately when did you end your

9 services or employment with the CIA?
10 Mr. Espinosa. I would say in the end of 1961.
n Mr. Hornbeck. When you -arrived in Paris,~did,yog;have a

12 contact who gave you some information about Cubela?

C:) o1’ Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
L 14 Mr. Hornbeck. What was the name of that codtéﬁﬂ?»
15 Mr. Espinosa. Jose Trasancos.
16 Mr. Hornbeck. How long had you known Jose Trasééncos?
17 Mr. Espinosa. A1l of my life.
18 - Mr. Hornbeck. What was his position in Parisvatybhe time

19 that you met hnim in 196527
Lo  420 . Mr. Espinosa. He was working at the Cuban, uonsulate.'
21 Mr. Hornbeck. How long had he been wlth the Cuban

22 Consulate in Paris, if you know?

23 Mr. Espinosa. I don't know, but for a coupleﬁof years or
C:D ) 24 three at the time
25 Mr. Hornbeck. I assume by the fact that he.Qés'wqhking

Q
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abroad in the Cuban Consulate that he enjoyéd’some céﬁfiéénpé
with the Castro governﬁent?

Mr. Espinosa. I don;: Know about thzt. I thihkiét'the
time the government wasn't established anousn to reallj clﬂmp
down -on the peoplevthat they should or should not have in

thelr consulates, and there were so many things to put

together over there and it-was a very bad situation, and

- Otherwise, he wouldn't have been there and they hadn't clamped

down.

Mr. Hornbeck. What information did he»reiate to you that
involved Rolando Cubela? L

Mr. Espinosa. He told me that he had seen Cubélgifﬁ'

Paris; that there was'somethingagoing on but‘hefdldn t want to

tell me, and he wanted somebody else to tell me the: whole

thing.
ﬁr. Hornbéck. Is there some rezson why ne didn;t wént‘to'
relate the story to you?
Mr. Espinoéa. Because he didn't Xnow much_ cout. 1t Du*
he knew they had tried to get ahold of me but he. salc ‘
Rolando is involved with the CIA and there is somethlng
happening, and I think you should See Robreno..k .

Mr. hornoecx. Could you identify Robreno foffusggas;to

who he is and where he was from and what Wwas your*reLatiodship

with him,

Mr. Espinosa. ‘His name is George Robreno and he’is'a

ALDERSONREPOPHNGCOMPANYVNC“k
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2 Mr. Horabeck. When you say "punk,” do you mean he had

3 some criminal bSackground? |

4 . Mr. Espinosa. I don't know, but he is a cellnqunnt‘ let
5 us put it that way. I am not a full-time delinguent as he 15.
B e was 1nvolved with the student movement in Havana and he
7bknew Rolando very well.

8 #ir. Hornbeck. When you were describing ‘him as a

9 delingquent, do you mean he would engage 1in crime or do

10 anything for méney, or. what is it?

11 Mr. Espinosa. He was a bad boy; and do,yqu;knowWWﬁaﬂja

12 bad boy is? He was a bad boy. When he used to- be ‘a Aé 1f
Q:) 13 there was a blind man crossing a street with a SthK"he:WOUld

114 take the stick from the blind man, is that right? ‘Thatfis the
5 Kind of thing he would do when he was a kid and man, what he
‘ﬁ6 grew up to bpe.

17 He was witthastro's government and he was at oneggoint
18 the head of some revolutionary tribunals and h rcarriédiout a
19 lot of death sentences. |
20 Mr; Hornbeck. What was he doing at thé.time;gﬁéﬁiyqu”
21 heard his name in 19652 N |
22 Mr. Espinosa. I don't know what he was'doinﬁiln Vacrld,

23 bUt I know that he had gotten into so many problems w1th the
C;> . 24 government in Cuba that they just said, =Okay;”'andjpﬁeyéput

25 him into prison for something, and I don't Kknow eXaétly‘what

O
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it was, and they said, "Okay, either you stay here ﬁorevskfdh

t

you leave tiue country and we Gon't want you here anymore. i
y yai

~

“r. Hdornbeck. He was living in Madricd at theftiméﬁydu \
were in Paris?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. And when Rolando started hisAthfng
witnh the CIA, I Zuess he was talking to him, too.

Mr. Hornbeck. How were you going to meet him? Were you
going to go to Spain?

¥Mr. Espinosa. I was going‘to go to Spain. At the time I
had one of his alien American passports, since I‘ﬁeyer;had my
own passport because the Spanish government, itﬁQoQid€£éke¢
them a month -- | |

Mr. Hornbeck. So the CIA originally took yéufiéésspéré
from you? | N o

Mr. Espincsa. Yes.

Mr. fdornbeck. Were you in touch with the CIA all when

o))
P

you were 1in Paris?
Mir. kEspinosa. Ho.
Mr. Hornbeck. All right. So you did not get to.Spain?

Mr. Espinosa. I didn't get to Spain. =Andylféalféd?him

on the telephone and I said "I am sending you.aﬂtiékeﬁf_ CQﬁe

over and see me in Paris." And he was the;fihst‘Qne who told

me the story.

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you just relate to us, in summary,

what he told you about this particular involvementcoffCubéla?«

ALDERSON REPORTING:COMPANY, INC,.
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1 “Mr. £Espinosa. That Cubela had been talk ing to some CIA

(‘J

2 people; that there was going to be an ugrising or a Coup.dr

C:) 3 something doun in Cuba led by Cubels and 2 few other;bqq@ie'
4 who were in the government at the time, or in the a?%}{i&hd
5 that for some reason Cubela didn't trust Williamson igfsﬁéin;
6 Mr. Hornbeck. Can you identify who Williamson was?f
7 ‘Mr. Espinosa. Whét i'had been led to believe, Wiiliamson
8 was head of the CIA in Spain at the time.
9 Mr. Hornbeck. Was there a reason given to vyou aé,to WhYy
10. Cubela did not trust him? |
11 Mr., Espinosé‘ Yes. He said to me that.hé wésﬁlryihg -
12 first he was an alcoholic and 11v1ng with thls Cuban- glrl who
C:D 5;-f13 had taken information from hlm taken files with ner and weﬂt
| 14 back to Cuba. | |
15 Mr. Hornbeck. This is 1nfor iation th t you hecro°
16 vr. Espinosa. Tnis is what they told me; why Rolando
17 didn't want to speak to Williamson any lcnger.
18 Mr. Hornbeck. You are getting this information'from
JS Cubela?
20 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. And how much trutn is 1nvolved in
”21 this I can't say. So that Rolando didn't want to- talk to Him
éz anymore and that I should come over here as‘afgooé CIAkman
©23 and I said "I am no longer with the CIA," and tney salc JWe

Q 24 want

25 Mr. Hornbeck. lNow, had your original covtaot 1n Parls

you Lo get in touch with them and tell them'all oP tnls

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY lNC
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mentioned to you he thougnt you were in the CIA?
Mr. £spinosa.  Yes.
vr. tornveck. Had he called you to come to PariS:QE>you
just came to Paris indepéhqehtly? |
Mr. Espinosa. Ho. It was somebody that,if'i é?ef Qént
ﬁo Paris I weas going to call.
Mr. Hornbeck. SorPéris was entirely your idea?
Mr. Esplnosa. EntirelY‘a pleasuré trip.'
Mr. tHornbeck. Was thererany particular reason why you
would spend ybur own persdnél money ﬁo have Cubelaaéqmerto
Paris from Spain? - o
“Mr. Espinosg. Yes. . Still, you know, I‘think $150 or

sOmething,'for'somethina‘as important. as. ihis I could send my

friend and my country, it wasn't. going to make. such a blg hole 
in iny pocket.. | | '

Mr. Hornbeck. lﬁid Cubela say anything about‘any“Soviets
in Cuba duribg this conversation?

¥r. Espinosa. lio. .They didn't say«anything»éboup
Soviets in Cuba, but Blanco -- I cannot remembehhhis{firsﬁn
name; we used te call him the crazy Blancé -- I met’ hlm and
he was on his way to Cuba from Prague, Czechoslovakla,_and he
was on his way from Russia to Cuba via Czechoslovaxla and
Paris and he was the one who mentioned abouttthe,Russianw
technicians; to make sure and to make sufe to_tg;fzt&efCiA

that if there was going to be any kind of doublecrossing of

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPAI\Y |NC
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will always contact this guy Trasancos;
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this operation, they were going to take care of theée*ﬁﬁééiéﬁ
tecnnicians who were aavisors, or whatever they Wwere, who wéfe
in their particular place. |

Mr. Hornbeck. All right. How did you'know‘BlanC6?-

Mr. Espinosa. I knew him from‘Cuba.

vr. tornbeck. And was it just coincidence that Elanco

was coming tnrough Paris at the same time that you were there?

Mr. Espinosa. I don't know.
Mr. Hornbeck. How did he know how to contact you?
Mr. Espinosa. Because anybody who would’COme toLPeris

at 1east thws klnd of

P

people because we all knew each other from Cuba.

Mr. Hornbeck. Had Blanco been with you and,CUbélﬁ?in-
activities prior to 16597
Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Hornbeck. When Elanco gave you this partiéular

information about the Soviet technicians, was there anyone

else present during the conversation?

Mr. Espinosa. Ho, it was only he and I.

Mr. Hornbeck. Were there any conversations between. you,

Blanco and Robreno in Paris?

Mr. Espinosa. HNo.

Mr. Hornbeck. And no conversations between you,.Blanco,

and Trasancos?

Mr. Espinosa. Ho. But there were conveksatiénﬁ_beﬁ&éen'

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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1 Cubela, Trasancos and myself.

< 2 Mr. Horabeck. Can you tell us what the conversation. is?
C;D , 3 Mr. Espinosa. ne one I wmentioned before, everything

4 that Cubela told me abqutfthe“CIA and Williamson‘ih Séajﬁ;he
5 said to me in froat of Tfaééncos.' |

46 vr. Hornbeck. Is your testimony that there was then aﬁ

7 agreement between the tnree of you that Cubelé’needed to

8 change his CIA contact?

9 ~ Mr. Espinosa. I didn't agree to anything. All I said,
10 .was they landedgthe story on wme in the'middle‘of myﬁﬁérisian
1 vacation, and because itlwas Rolando and it waS»sqmégﬁipg>that
12 I could have so&evimpofﬁahce or sense in ‘the thUré;;fié§@é 

C:) »i  f;7g13\over.here and I contacted:them the best way I&¢0uld;ﬁ“]f33

14 Mr. Hornbeck. In-other-words,; you were going:tdfpexthe

15 messenger for the contacts they felt that they didn't have?

16 Mr . Espinosa. Yes, more or less, that was the_idéa;
17 Mr. Hornbeck. And'yoﬁ then traveled from Paris t61Hew
18 York? | |
19 Mr. Espinosa. That is right. -

20 Mr. Hornbeck. And who pays for your piqut? 

21 Mr. Espinosa. If I go to Paris and,I'liV¢=ib“phégSﬁebes;
22 1 have to have a round-trip ticket.
23 Mr. tornbeck.  What I am getting at, so youvundéfstand

24 the purpose of the deposition, we have to ask as'much ‘detail

25 as possible, and what I am really getting at is whether or. nmot:

N ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, ING, - -
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1 the CIA& paid for any part of this operation.

2 Nr. Espinosa. lHo. I went to London and then to P

L)
=y
-
[¢7}

3 and then to come back to liew York 15 days later,,andfthis
4 happened when I was there, and I came back to liew York.on my
5 ticket originally purchased by me, and I was never refunded by

6 CIA or any other government agency.

7 I got to lew York and I contacted Mr. Cavasantos.
8 Mr. Hornbeck. He was an officer with the Immigraticn

9 Service?
10 Mr. Espiqosa. Yes.
Ll Mr. Hornbeck. And you had some previous réléﬁibﬁshipg,is
| _ ,12 that true? o
o ) 13 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.‘ o
L 1a Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell us briefly‘what bﬁé£§Qés?'
15 - Mr. Espinosa. He lifted two bans against trévéiiné, and
6. all the things that I mentioned before.
17 Mr. Hornbeck. You first contacted him, andfﬁhat did you
18 tell him? A |
19 Mr. Espinosa. I said, "I have to,contact:spﬁéoﬁeiiﬁ‘the
‘;iZO‘CIA, and of course I have no idea how to contééziggybégj{f  
féi So he said, "Okay." He picked up the»béiéééd;éﬂsﬁdiﬁé 
2 called somebody in the FBI office in lew York andhesentme

23 to see this fellow.

24 Mr. Hornbeck. This is first the FBI?
25 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

LT : - ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, .
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1 Mr. Horanbeck. Did you go to the FEI office or diéf?hé ;“
2 agents cowse to see you? '

3 Mr. Espinosa. I went to the FBI office.

4 Mr. Hornbeck. How many agents did you talk\to?

5 Mr. Espinosa. I talked to one fellow.

6 'Mr. tiornbeck. How much of the Cubela's story that you

7 learned in Paris did you relate to him?

8 Mr. Espinosa. HNothing.
9 Mr. Hornbeck. What did you tell him, basically?
10 Mr. Espinosa. I told him, I guess he~must‘haVé:Sp§ken to

1 Cavasantos before, and I said, "Look, I just cameiffpm;gdrﬁbe;
12 there is something happening and I would havevtd d§dt;éEfi
C:) ’.-:_~ 13 someone in the CIA, and I used to work for,tbem‘éﬁﬁff!ﬁésvv
- 4 involved in the Bay of Pigs. Lnything yo& wént t&fcﬁéékfwhat
15 I am telling you, you can check with that." |
 ﬁ6 “Mro. Hérnbeck. Did you mention Cubela's name to .either

17 Cavasantos or to the FBI?

18 Mr. Espinosa. Maybe; I can't say for sure, but:hqybe;
19 Mr . Hornbeck. Your Dbest memory is that youidid]ndt J-

-20;discuss.much of the details?

'i2i Mr.‘Espinosa. No.
2 Mr. Horabeck. At some point were you,put«in¢éohtééﬁﬁwith
23 the CIA? | o

.24 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. g“hyﬁi“

.

25 Mr. Hornbeck. <Can you tell us where the ﬁééiing~tgbk7

. SRR : .. ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY,INC,.
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1 place and how many people were present?
2 Mr. Espinosa. The meeting took place at the FBIféffiééftj“
3 in Hew Yocrk, and there was only one person oresent.
4 ¥Mr. Hornbeck. ‘This'is sdmeone from the Agency?
5 ¥r. Espinosa. Again;‘l assume he was.
6 Mr. Hornbeck. Coul” you pnysically describe this
7 indgividual?
‘8 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.b He was a man in the late‘forties or
9 early fifties, gray hair, and he must have'been blond, but
-10 very heavy gray at‘the time, and blue eyes.
" Mr. Hornbeck. Giasses?
12 Mr; Espinosa. ‘No'giasses. Very well fit and‘yéfy'j-
13 handsomé guy. | W
14 Mr. Hornbeck. Approximately:hOW'tall}andfh@wﬁmﬁcﬁfdid;he'
v15vweigh?
16 Mr. Espinosa. He wés, I would say, about 5’10“-or'5'11”,
17 170 pounds.
18 Mr. Hornbeck. - During your conversation with this
‘19 individual, did you reiate all -of the details of_phé"fhﬂ»
20 information that you had learned in Paris?
‘:’121 Mro. Espindsa. I did.
2 Mr. Hornbeck. Did you include the portioﬁ.ﬁélﬁ ycgﬂby
23 Blanco about the alternative plan with the Soviétlﬁééhhiciahs?
24 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. |
:25 Mf. dornbeck. What reaction, if any, didgféﬁ:égﬁafrbmiv
o o ALDERSOVHEPORHNGCOMPANYINC o
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this particular individual?

P

¥Mr. Espinosa. He wWwas z very cool, composed man, and he .

Yy

3]

said "I & oin

o
o

to Washington and I will contact you ‘inthe

next couple of days or three, maybe, and maybe we will, go to

Spain together or somebody will g0 with you.”

I was so upset about this that I got a friena of wmine in
Hew York, through Senatof‘Jévits, to get me a meeting in
Wwashington here with Some‘sub-secretary of foreign afféirs in
charge of the Cuban thing, and I never heard from this guy and
time was going_by, and I told this friend of mine and thmouvh
Javits he got me to come ‘here and see this uy, and I cane
here and I told him the whole story. And he sald_l'We w1ll
get in touch with you," and they never did.

Mr. Hornteck. Do you have any idea-who‘itﬂwas;ﬂhéfﬂydu’
met with in Washington?
Mr. Espinosa. Heo.
Mr. Hornbeck. Dia youiever keep & diary or on 2 card?

Mr. Espinosa. I could find out eventually if I_wahted

‘to.

Mr. Hornbeck. Do you think that you might]be3éb;éf£b]do

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. I would have to call thisfggyjaﬁd
have him call Javits and trace the-thing back to ﬁhébtim¢ Qhen
it happened, but I am sure it can be traced.

Mr. tornbeck. Do you remember the building where you -

L\LDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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came to 1n wWashington to speak with this particular
individual?

Mr. Espinosa. lo.

Mr. Hornbeck. Your test memory is that it wasf§dmé R

‘official in the State Department?

Mr. Espinosa. ,Yes,‘it was some official in the State
Depaftment; some kind of sub- secretary or something in cﬁarg
of Cuban &affairs. But I was there and he didn't put me on to
some monkey room. - I kndw I saw somebody, the right person.

r.'Hornbeck. >I.assume that'yoh did waitnthe ﬁQo,or
three days in liew York before you contacted ydufﬂfﬁigﬁdapé.
reach Senator Javits?,v o
| Mr;,ESpinosa. 'I waitéd longer than that. JI'wéiﬁéd«é

couple of weeks and nothing happened, and uhen I *ot 1n touch

with this guy because I knew ne is very friendly'wifh JaVits,

and I said, "I know you nave friends in Washington, and &ll of
that, and there is something that I have to discuss."

Mr. Hornbeck. Did you ever think about contacting the-

CIA directly through one ¢! your old contacts?

Mr. Espinosa. I never had any contacﬁs, u h t coﬁtaéts°
They. are guys.living in Miami for two or three ot four nonths
and one déy they disappear, and "Freddy uomgz;‘ aﬁdfy0g5never’
see him again, and maybe he is sent to Guaté@ala:‘énfCédtrél
éurope, or whatever, and then you see anothérvgﬁy §h5§y§@ 

don't call them. They call you.
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Mr. Hornbeck. Was there any bad feeling tetween you—and

the Agency wnen you teruinated your relationship with'bﬁegTiﬁiﬁ
156172 |

lir. Espinosa. I don't know. From my part‘it Qee“eeiet
of bad feeling. | | |

Mro. fiornbeck. You‘felt you had not been treated.fairly
by the Agency? |

Mr. Espinosa. ot me. I felt a lot of people goﬁ xilled
for nothing. | |

Mr.. Hornbeck. All right. After you came to nashlﬂouon
and discussed this particular 51tuatlon, what was the nezp
thing that you did? J

Mr. Espinosa. Let me make a parenthesis now. Thls UU],

one of the reasons why 1 assumed he must have- been from t“e

CIA, is when I touched the thing about George Robrenog
immediately he said to me, "El Maga," this is likeba“nameethat
only people that are close to him or that know him»veﬁy‘well
or erm the Agency would know his nanme.

i

Mr. Hornbeck. Could you spell tnat?

Mr. Espinosa. M-a-g-a. It is magician in English. . And -

he didn't have any accent when he said "E1l Magag;u

Mr. Hornbeck; You are discussing the conveESé£i§h3WE£h
the fellow you assumed to be from the AgenCY'ieeHéQkfgfk\Qhen
you first arrived? ' :

T

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. And he was saying to me; "How much

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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do you trust what he said?" and I said "You know now he Isui
and he sald, "Yes, I know how he is,"” but the suy Knew the .3
background of niwm.

»

Mr. tlornbeck. When you mentioned Blanco, did the

individual you- assumed to have been from the Agency Coﬁe‘up’

witnh his nickname?
Mr. Espinosa. . lio.

Mr. Hornbeck. ©Did he act as though he knew who you were

talking about?

Mr. Espincsa. HNo.

Mr . Hornbeck; Did he ask you for any id@ntifyiﬁéi
information about Blanco?

Mr.'ESpinosa. ‘No.

Mr. Hornbeck. During this time then thau you were in
Washington in 1505, did you ever contact Mike McLe ey to see
if he could help in some fashion?

Mr. Espinosa. I would have contacted Mike lcLaney to

help me in other things, but not to get me in contact with the

CIA.

Mr.‘Hornbgck. Did you contact Mike tcLaney fpfgényf
social of personal reasons? -

Mr. Espinosa. At that time, no. For sufe'>évery.t1me i
went to Miami, and all of the time I lived in the otau
every time I went to Miami I contacted Mike;.eﬁer/ tlme.”Bpt

I contacted him socially to have a drink or go whorln3 arouna-

ALDERSON REPORTI\JG COMPANY INC
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Ei
or something; nothing to do up to that second attem?ﬁ;wiﬁﬁEgggﬁ
plane, and that was 1t.

¥r. Hornbeck. Did’yoU~return-to Ytew York then aftef y6Jf’
Washington trip? }

Mr. £spinosa. Yeé.

Mr. Hornbeck. [id you receive any contact frowm any:
government agency?
Mr. Espinosa. lo.
Mr. Hornbecx. Aﬁd that includes the FBI?
Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
Mr. Hornbeck. So you did not hear from thé fBIZ '
Mr. Espinosa,. No. |

Mr. Hornbeck. How long. did you stay in New Yérk,ﬂ@fuyou

can estimate?

Mr. Espinosa. I left tiew York in 1967.

Mr. Hornbeck. So you spent the next approximately two
and a half years in Hew York?

Mr. tspinosa. Ho. I would say the next two years.in New
York, because this was June or July of 1565, and I leIt 1n
March or Arpil of 1967; so a little bit less than yeang

Mr. Hornbeck. Did you have any contact Qireéﬁ?ytbgn
indirectly with Cubela during the time that you wefé;iﬁ;£ew‘
York? |

Mr. Espinosa. lio.

Mr. Hornbeck. Did you hear from Blanco or Robreno or

i

ALDERSON F‘\EPORTING COMPANY INC
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1 your contact in Paris?
2 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. Robreno wrote me & letter onézti%e
3 asking me to put my name to a aocuiment, and he wanted to-get a
4 visa to come to the States and he wanted me to spopsofppim and
5 e needed two sponSors. And he wrote me a letter on'a;paper,
6 and I signed wmy name to the Sponsorship, and that is théfonly
-7 time. |
.8 Mr. Hornbeck. Did he actually arrive, to.your knowledge?
9 rir. Espinosa. HNo, they néver gave him a v;oa.
10 Mr. Hornbeck. Until the time that Cubela was gfrested,
11 did you_have.any,information about him personallyoof‘éboot the
12 particular plot person?
13 Mr. Espinosa. Nothing.whatsoever.j In my mlnd I t% ught,

14 well, probably he got wise to the whole thlnv and Just dropped
15 it, because some time elapsed between the time'phat I spoke to
6 his people in Paris and until the CIA and the time he zot
17 caugzht in Cuba .
18 Mr. tornbeck. Was your first knowledge that heugé;to
19 arrested from some public source or from a personalbsoupoe?
20 Mr. Espinosa. Public source. | ; |
21 Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell what that Qas?
22 Mr. Espinosa. It was a newspaper.

- 23 Mr. Hornbeck. Did you recognize the names'of oohgf‘

24 persons arrested with him?

© 28 Mr. Espinosa. I recognized the name of Bleﬁéo}béodfbhére
o o ALDERSONREPORHNGCOMPANYINC v g
DocId:32248213 ° Page. 9300 Jth STREET: 5.W. REPORTERS SUILDING -WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 1202) 564-3345



10
1

12

o »

14
15
16
17

18
19

.20

21

23
24

25

HW 53080 DocId:32248213 - Page 92 ..

79

Wwas somebody else arrested. And the first thing I read adout

it, there were four. pzop
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didn't know the others.

Mr. Hornbeck. I am Sure then if you have the»public
accounts of that trial, ybﬁ know thzat Cubela was not éxgéuted,
and aid you find that a strange event?

Mr. Espinosaf _Yes and no.,

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell us why "yes'™ and "no"?

Mr. Espinosa. ”Yes,é'because, to my knowledge, Castro
had never commuted anybody's death sentence‘ih Cuba yetﬁ_and
on the other hand, I Xnew he liked the guy_very.mucn.i

Mr. Hornbeck. It was a.personal relaﬁidhéhfpfﬁét@ggn
Cubela:and Castro? |

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. Whatever it was, love, haté;wor the
faggots -- 1 don't krnow what it was -- but they had'é'
relationship, 5n especial relationship betweeh them. -

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you give us any examples of a special
relationship between the two? |

Mr. Espinosa. Well, I remember one time whén}édiéqdé.
pulled a gun on Castro ihvfront of his bodyguardé;én@{fﬁiﬁ
everything and called him every némeiin the onk,;aAﬁfafﬂi
course nobody moved or said anything, but I thought Qhéﬁdthig
is over, he is going to go to the can forévef, ahd h&fﬁihgb
happened to him, |

Mr. Hornbeck. I take it this is sometimefSti11 in_1959?;;

&
o
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Mr. Espinosa. This was at that Cime, and he just put his-
arm on nim and he said "You have such a Lemper? and talked him
out of everything.

Mr. Hornbeck. Would you describe Cubela as an individual

A

having a very quick temper or very emotional person?
Mr., Espinosa. 'Yes, extremely.

Mr. Hornbeck. Would you describe him as unstable?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. liornbeck. tiave you directly or indireétlyAreceived
any information about Cubels since the timeithat he wés senﬂ
to prison in Cuba?

‘Mr. Espinosa. . No.

Mr. Hornbeck. Do you have any information wﬁéthérﬂb}.noi
he is still alive or anything? B

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. What I hear is that he is alive and

he 1is working as a doctor and he is not having such a bad

life.

Mr. rornbeck. How would you get this kind of
information?

Mr. Espinosa. Because I can't remember quﬁlijﬁhihk‘i'
nad this from Trasancos in Paris, but there'isfsoméfkﬁﬁﬁqéf -
I don't know if he was a diplomat or if he is,éafgeﬁéhf:.
engineer who 1s working in some kind of prOject‘in:Cuﬁa”Qr_was
working in some kind of a project in Cuba, and I know th;f

this person knew Cutela's mother and sowmehow NeWs. of hlm Has

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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from Cuvba. I hear ne is working

2 as a doctor and the beginning was very tough, and then héﬂis
’C:> ~  3 working as & doctor .and he is not having it SO bad;.ﬁut'hé is

4 alive and he is in prison. .

5 Mr. Hornbeck. JWere you told of the method by whichv

6 Cubela was supposed to assassinate Castro? |

7 tir. Espinosa. Ho. I heard the story abdut the rifle and

8 the telescopic site, and I had a story that he had met Artime,

9 which of course I thought was stupid of him, and I had a stor

=
g

10 'that Artime had promised him some boats through the Clﬁprvg et
M him out. _
12 I repeat to you today what I said the other day, ‘H'_

: -~ 13 whole thlng doesn't make sense to me. And on one: hand I)»ne‘a.r'

R "1 this, and of course 1t is very difficult to Judge sonethln"

15 when you are being told by third parties, and on the one-hand
16 I hear‘that there 1s going to be an insurrecﬁion, let others
17 call it that way, or a military uprising of certain pedplé in

18 the country, and on the other hand I hear that Cubela‘is  oing

OQ

'19'to’shoot the guy. And if you are going to shoot. the Juy add
‘i20 there is going to be an insﬁrrection, why do you noed soue

21 boats to take you out? \

22 Once you do that you have to stay in and sEeHit'thngh.
23 And you follow me, if there is going to be an iqsuhfeétiéh and
724 you are going to be a leader, how the hell are.you\ééihg ﬁo

i

25 shoot the guy and tanks are going through the streetsfahdg

o S o ALDERSONREPORHNGCOMPANYINC : :z'f,p{%~'_, 2
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you are going to take a toat and leave tlhie country?
There are a number of things that I tried to be very
logical zbout, and I try to be a very logical person:all of

the time, but especially when they are logicél, I try to ode

- more logical and I am objective about things. I don't

understand it.

Mr. Hornbeck. When you heard these stories abouﬁ Artime
being involved, or a rifle with a scope being involved, what
was the source of that information?

Mr. Espinosa. This I heard from Robreno.

Mr.vHornbeck.' Was this during the same diScuséfonéfih
Paris before Hew York? A

- Mr. Espinosa. Yes,

Mr. Hornbeck. Did Rubreno know Artime, to,yOUr 
Knowledge?

Mr. Espinosa. I don't know. I think maybe he was with
Rolando when he'had the meeting with Artime; maybe, tut I am
not sure. But I know they had never been friends befpfe.

Mr. dornbeck. Are you saying your informaﬁjoﬁﬁffom,f -

Rubreno was that Artime met in Madrid with Cubela?

Mr. Espinosa. I can't remember if it waS‘Madfi&,fbgp"
positively that he had met Cubela. |

Mr. Hornbeck. Was your information that ‘the Cjéfiaq.

arranged this meeting, or did you have any knowledge df]the ’

CIA at that time?

| /ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY; INC, " -
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Mr. Espinosa. Ho. He told me that he had uveen injﬁégéh;f'
with the CIA and he had been in touch with Artime, but qtf&ﬁe‘
woment I was led .to believe it was the CIA who had arfeﬁgéd
the meeting, and I would have been surprised if.thatiQéé'So,v

Mr, Hornbeck. I want to be very specific as to thé
information that you are getting from Sotreno and frém ény
other source.

Mr. Espinosa.. Yes.

Mr. Hornbeck. 'So. just getting back to what he told you,

kobreno says to you, on the one hand Cubela has been in touch

witn williamson from the CIA, and he alsb tells yoqug5elé hés
met with Artime,‘and you are not sure whether Rub}eh§ £§l1$
you that Cubela and Artime met in Madrid. Is'thaéxéiéoﬁféét
summary?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. ~He told me that they.met,ﬁbut I
can't remember whether it was in Madrid or anothéf place.

Mr. Hornbeck. Was there anything about the use of a
rifle and a silencer by Cubela that you would have found
strange 1n an assassination plot to kill Castro?

Mr. Espinosa. I would have found it very stranbe because'

. Castro is a touch guy and you can never hunt Hlm w1th a rlfle

in the sense you never know where he is going to be or whxch
street he is going to be passing tnrough. So-I wouldrthink?it
is very, very unlikely, and especially Rolanao KNows. cnls very

well, better than I do, that this is a kind of a Cfuy that

ALDERSON REPORT!NG COMPANY INC
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is practically impossible to hunt with a rifle.

Mr. fornbeck. Would the special relatiqnship‘y5Qif
discussed before between Castro and,Cubelavhave-prééénﬁéd{ﬁémé
special opportunities for Cubela? |

Mr. bspinosa. Incredibly speciél opportunitieé;
exceptionally special.

Mr. rornbeck. Can you give us something on that?

Mr., Espinosa. - Let us séy one day Rolando couldvf;ndtout
that Castro was in his home outside Havana, and he could have
gone over there at a day or night, and even‘ét;S:OO o'clock in
the morning and tell the guards "I am going to sée:Cagpro,“
and they would have let him in without objection. | e
| Nandez
Mr. Blackmer. You were friends with Carlos Hermeses? -

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blacxkmer. You went on two raids with t##m that-were
T, ST

-aborted and you trained with him in Panaina and Guatemala{..Did'

you recognize that he had a special relationship with &énugi
Artime? »l‘ -

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. Do you know the extent of thatéi

Mr. Espinosa. HNo.

Mr. Blackmer. You personally disliked Artime; iséfhat~
correct?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. Did you personally know him?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY,INC, =~ = "
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“r. kBspinosa. liot very much, I know nim. I trained him,
in a way.

Mr. Blackmer. You were training

understand?

Mr. Espinose. And in‘Panama. And he came to Panéma, énd
I was assigned to give him the demolition training, a crash
course in‘demolition. So I was in touch with him for a few
aays, clbsely, and I didn't think much of nim, really. And do
you want me to teil you the story abouf that?

Mr. Blackmer. Ibdon't.think that that will be necessary.

What was the feeling generally among the exiles‘tﬁéf you
had contact withvabout.Artime and his position with:thévCLA?

r. Espinosa. It was about the same.

Mr. Blackmer. What is that?

Mr. Espinosa. They disliked the idea that a:pupbgﬁﬁﬁas
being imposed on them. | |

Mr, Blackmer. Did you ever discuss this with;@gfia$4.ﬁis
relationship with Artime?

Mr. Espinosa. Mo, not really.

Mr. Blackmer. Did you ever talk to Robrené abbuﬁjypur
dislike or distrust for Artime? o

Mr. Espinosa. o,

Mr. Blacxkmer. Did you distrust Artime also?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackuier. Do you think he was personally motivated

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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and not patriotically motivated?
dr. Esginosa. fes., |
Mr. EBElackmer. Did you trust Robreéo?
Mr. Espinosa. Wheh it comes to sométhihg.I nad to;do
with Cubela, I wouid trust hin.
Mr. Blackumer. You think he would nOt'havé.told Ficdel
about Rolando's working with the CIA?
Mr. Espinosa. He was very loyal to Cubela.
lir. Blackmer. ‘Where were his loyaltiesﬂwith~respect to
Mr ., Espinosa. Ho, he is not by nature a vefy ldyal
person or very legal person, but Cubela was ll&e hié Héru
Mr. Blackmer, Aré,you'famlllar,w1th an in d1v1dual named
Orlando Bosch?
. Mr. Espinosa.  lo.
Mr. blackmier. ©Dr. Orlandoe Bosch?
Mr. Espinosa. lo. I have heard about him.
Mr. Blackmer. Have you had any contaét‘withfhiﬁféﬁgéil?.

“r. Espinosa. Ho.

‘Mr. blackmer. Had you heard that h

ht, have ‘been.

A2 :;hh%?/

about any of his activities in this country at that'fimeQ“'

Mr. Espinosa. lio. :
Mr. Espin U'{/o

Mr. Blackmer. Did you know an 1nclv16ual nameo cuﬁgo

Loto in Havana?
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Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
Mr. Blackmer. what is tne extent of your knowledge of:

nim?

Mr. cspinosa. A friend of nmine was married to_aghfécévof
his, and I have seen the guy taree or four times inlhy lifef

r. Blackmer. ‘Was he active in‘any of th groups in‘
tHiavana?

Mr. Espinosa. ‘lot that I xnow of.

Mr. EBElackmer. Do you know if he was aétive in anyvof the
Cuban exile movements?

Mr. Espinosa._ I heard that-the guy is givinnganéy,-but

personally I was never involved with anything that ﬂe’

contributed to or anything like that. o e /
’ | . . | B m,'\\.;'i
Mr. Blackmer. Have you ever heard of an individual-named |
Ricardo Aavar&i Morales?
Mr. Espinosa. It sounds familiar, but I-can't.see:the

face. But it sounds familiar.

Mr. Blackmer. Do you know what you would,haVefﬁééfd'hi&
in connection with?

Mr. Espinosa. lio.

Have you got a picture of hiwm or anything?

¥Mr. Blackmer. lov o &
e
o . ' SR /: edan
Woulda he have been a nired klller’an@ assassin? . . .. s

Mr. Espinosa. When you mentioned the name, it'is not 'so.

much Morales, but the first name, it rings & belly: tut I can't

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, " . "
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anti-EBati

Mr,

so if I

Mr.

Ve
tr.

N
Hir .

Mr.

Mr.

o5

Blackumwer. Could ne have been actiye'witb'youvih:the
i1sta movemwent with you or with someoné.glse?
£spinosa. I don't know. I can'tvplééééthe‘guy:;and
can't plaée the guy -- |

tlackmer. . [low abdpt David ﬁorale$?3

£Espinosa. o,

Blackmer. ‘tonkey Morales?

Espincosa. lHo.

Blackner. Have you ever heard of an individual named

Antonio Vassap@® L)QCW/W?— ?

rir .

the foun

Mr.,

'59, hav

ever go

HMr.

Mr.

Espinosa.  lHo.

Blackmer. Are you familiar with Alhpa 6672

Espinosa. I have heard éf it.

Blackmer. Do you have any information aboug'qdévdf’
ders or leaders?

Espinosa. lo.

blackmer. Do you kncw an individual or have;yéu'

an individual named Morris Bishop?

Espinosa. HNo.

‘Blackmer. When you were in Cuba in‘1957; f58,:ahd

e you had any contact with Santiago, Cuba, or diﬁ you
there?

Espinosa. lo.

Blackmer. Are you familiar with a corporatioh:haméd

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, - .
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C:D_' ! Maubday iining Cowmpany?
2 Mr. Espincsa.  lo.

e,
ryeoar 1
curgis in

1]

C:D 3 Mr. blackmer. C(nce again, you <ic wmeet

~ oy b
ranxs

n

4 Miawi. Were you aware of Frank Sturgis at all in Hevana right

5 around the time Castro took over?

6 Mr. Espinosa. io.
7 - Mr. Blackmer. You mentioned that you are tamiliar with

8 Pedro Diaz Lanz. Did you know in 1553 he wa3~éppointed head

9 of the Cuban Air Force by Castro?

10 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

ﬂ Mr. Blackmer. And at the same time and~som§whah lé£ef,,"'

12 he appointed Sturgis as a director of security”forithéﬁair

<:>'i ;} ;   #3'force?

14 Mr. Espinosa. I didn't know thsat.

15 Mr. Blackmer. -You were noﬁ'aware of that‘at‘éii?‘i

16 tir. Espinosa. liot until just right now.

17 Mr. Blackmer. Sturgis also had a relationshipfﬁiiﬁﬂéomé

18 of the casinos in Havana and was frequently seén at these -

19 casinos. Do you recall, if you think back, whether ‘you might

- 20 ‘have seen him?

21 Mr. Espinosa. Ho.
- 22 Mr. Blackmer. .Hot whatsoever?
23 Mr. cspinosa. llo.
C:> : ;wa‘24 ' Mr. EBElackmer. When you were going on these vafidué‘réias 

. . \1’5’-\/ . . . T S
25 from Xeys, as wWwe discussed, three or four raids after the Bay =
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Wallace Shanley?

“r. Espinosa. ho.

Mr. Elackmer. He wo@ld’ha
either Imwmigration or CQstoms?

Mr. Espincsa. Ho.

ve been

W

of Pigs, did you ever come in contact with an ind 1v1du néhed

ith the governwment,’

Mr. Blackmer. Did vou ever come in contact with any

Americans with Customs or Imumigration and Naturalization?

Mr. Espincosa. Ho.

Mr. Blackumer. When you were in the June 15th detentlon

from the attempted raid, I understand they seized a 1957

Thunderbird belonging to your aunt.

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Blackmer. And you took legal action against Customs.

Mr. Blackmer. You did not
Mr. tspinosa. Maybe they

Mr. Blackmer. You don't r

1

Mir. Espinosa. Ho, they got the car two yearsflétér,

go through an attorney?

¢id, I don't know.

ecagll that?

Mr. Espinosa. Ho, I didn't

Mr. Blackmer. When we were talking the other day about

the two raids, we were talking

whether it was Jjust an aborted

about the June TSth-ﬁéid,

attempt,

but you are dealing

with a twin engine Beachcraft airplane where you wereigOing to

1

make these homemade bombs and you were using dynamite. =

Yir. Espinosa. Ho, we were using -

ALDERSON REPORT!NG COMPANY INC
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1 iir. Blackmer. THT?
2 Mr. £Espinosa. fio. We were using nagalm.
'C:D i : 3 Mr. EBlackmer. You nad just run-special wires out on the

4 wings of the plane and you were going over there, and didn't
5 that seem kind of a gumshoe operation, rather a shoddy

6 operation?

7 vir. Espinosa. I agree with you.
8 tir. BElackmer. Did you feel that someone.planning it

9 never meant it to be made?
10 Mr. Espinosa. Because the person who was sponsoring it
11 was Mike, and he gave us a means to do it ‘and he didn't get

.

12 the right bombs and we didn't get the right things;ﬁhé{is~not~

C:) I K én expert in explosives or in planes.
14 - Mr. Blackmer. But you are?
15 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
16 Mr. Blackmer. And you couldn't do any béttef“?ﬁan,§>twin

17 engine Beachcraft?

18 Mr. Espinosa. Well, we didn't ask for any bétfé}:éﬁd'we
19 were afraid to ask for a B-25 or B-26. -

20 Mr. Blackmer. On the first one, but on“thé15éé§%d'one

21 you did?

- _ v¥22 Mr . ESpiﬁosa. Yes, because he warmed up Lo thé ideé.
23 Mr. Blackmer. You are talking about the cost.
C:> _ ,'L~ 24 Mr. Lbspinosa. Yes, 'it was a lot of money.
' | f25 Mr. Blackmer. Quite a lot more for the 8-25*£55n{£he?: 

o

_ . , ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, \+ . -
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1 Beacncraft.

2 bir. Espinesa. YOQ nave to buy it, and itgy§ not very

3 easy to rent a B-25, especially the ones with.thé‘fight bombs
4 and the wnole thing.

5 Mr. EBlackmer. The plane you were going*to take the

6 at Ponchartrain, to your knowledge, - was g fully ogeratlonaf’ﬁﬂfk
7 bomb -bay doors? |
¥ Mr. Espinosa. I insisted that the boumb rééks were in
] theré or I wasn{t going to do anything with it.
- 10 Mr. Blackmer. - To your Knowledge, you»do,hOt Qnow-wnere
11 this planevwas going to be obtained or who was'gblngsuo get
’12 it?
Q:D B Mr. Espinocsa. No. I heard thingé about Arizonéjén§ f
| ‘14 heard they were flying the plane from Canada, and i héépd“that
“is the plane was going to be flown from South America,'andui
16 heard all of this.
17 I told Mike, "I don't want to hear anythlnvj wefddn’t
18 want to.khow, we don't want to know.'

19 "Mr. Blackmer. You just told !ike to get the. plane°

~20 Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
21 Mr. Blackmer. Do you assume he went through'Sém'Bénton

.+ 22 to get the plane?

! Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
o .

Mr. Blackmer. That was the first time? .

25 ir. Espinosa. And I wouldn't be surprised if he went

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY lNC
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aside from the group participating, Zenton and‘“CLane/ and’
yourself?

Mr. Espincsa. Well, I imagine their wives or girl

friends and‘everybody in..the operation.

Mr. Blackmer. Specifically, any Ameriéahs?

Mr. Espinosa. Ho.

Mr. Blackmer. Any members of the CIA?

Mr. Espinosa. lo, for Carist's sake, of Soufge!hpﬁ;;

Mr. Blackmer. But no other Americans other théH5Bénﬂ;n?

Mr. Espinosa. I wouldn't say Benton. I knew,Miﬁg;’and.
if he used Benton, I don't know.

Mr. Blackmer. Did you have a meeting in June;ép"ﬁbéfhome
of iike McLaney and yourself and say you were\discﬁséinéiéﬁis
operation, and was there someone present?

Mr. Espinosa. Miguel Alvarez.

Mr. Blackmer. . Was Benton present?

“r. Espinosa. I can't remember. I anm not ury1n5 ‘to --

Mr. Blackmer. Qur files indicate that ‘Benton 'g iV € the
story that ne was just there to take pictures and he was there

for publlCluy, and after the raid was successful you were

going to play up the publicity aspect of it. Was there'an§ ‘ N
truth of—iss? ‘fb MSW,

Mr. Espinosa. The first raid or the second one? v
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‘rent
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sir., Blackuer.

Mr. Eksginosa.
any pilctures.

Mr, Blackmer.
Espinosa.
plane.
Blackmer.
Espinossa.
Mr. Blackmer.

you to meet?

Mr. Espinosa.

the Beachcraft was?

Thunderbird,

getting there to be
over.
Mr. Blackmer.
Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. blackmer.
Mr. Espinosa.
Mr. Blackmer.

the site,

with the napalm,

The first one.

I was never aware they were going to take
Wnat was his role?

"As far as I know, the first time~ hc was to
That is all?

That is all. “*”&J)f

And when you were detained by the EBI

where were you coming from and-tiow Wwere

You mean over there, in that strlp mhe

I was coming from my aunt's nouse in that

or wnatever it was,.and-I was

with the rest of the guys and "to - taxe .

Tou were to meet the plane?

Yes.
And who was bringing the pl ne? .
Alpizar.

Do you know a person named William Pawley?

You never heard of William Pawley?

Mr. Espinosa. An American?
Mr. Blackmer. Living in Miamai, and ne is a war:hefo f"
from World War II and worked with the Flying Tigers and”

!
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General Chenault, and also had a business in Cuba, head of 3

[43]

bus system in Cube and then in fiawl, and he wes very active
in the anti-Castro activities.

Espinosa. No.

5

Mr. Dlackmer. You never hszard of him?

Mr. Espinosa. i{o.

M. Blackﬁer. »I have ﬁo further qguestions.

"Mr. Hornbeck. You mentioned the>oésino'industry,inr
Havana pre-1959. _I believe that you requentea some ca;inos
and that ié'how_you met Mike Mclaney; 1is tﬁat correct’> |

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Hornbeck. 1In addition to the Hacional, -did you
frequent any of the other casinos?

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. I used to go out in the,evahfngﬂall
of the guys. We would go to one ancd then to gnotherééné;i'
especially becauée,of the showgirls, really.

vMr. Hornbeck. During the time that yoquef¢~gQiﬁg?£§ the

various casinos,.did you come to know some of the;césino

owners?

‘Mr. Espinosa. I was pointed out, like I tbldiypd_tﬁe
octher day, for example, George Raft was there,‘andntbéﬁijSaw
one guy, I think i1t was White or Snow.

Mr. Hornbeck. Larry Snow?
Mr. ESpinbsa. fes.

Mr. Hornbeck. Did you know Dino Cellini?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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Mr. Espinosa. Nb.

Mr. Hornbeck. Zddie Cellini?

Mr. bLspinosa. kHo.

Mr. Hornbeck. Charles Tourine?

Mr. Espincsa. No.

vMr. Hornbeck. Martin Fox Zamora, at the Tropicana?

Mr. Espinosa. This is one ﬁhat I never went to. I was

there once, but because it was so far away I never went over

there,

Mr. Hornbecg. Santos Trafficante?

Mr. Espinosa. I have Heard of him, but I 1ever met hlm.
Mr. Hornbeck. Was he ever pointed out to you?

ﬁr. Espinosa. Ho.

Mr. Hornbeck. Did you ever hear of Santos Trafﬁiqaﬂte

being involved in Miami with any anti-Castro activities?

Mr. ESpinosa. Yes, I have heard about thaﬁ.

Mr. Hornbeck. Would you tell us what you-beérd;[%ibs;pof
all, and then perhaps tell us the source of youf'inférmétién?

Mr. Espinosa. OQOkay. What I have heard is:that3hé[wés
helping and trying to do something to help some Pébﬁiéfiiké'

Mike helped me to overthrow Castro.

A%

Mr. Hornbeck. When you say helping Mike --

Mr. Espinosa. HNo.

N

Mr. Hornbeck. Do you know of a relationship between

Trafficante and Mike McLaney?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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Mr. Espinosa. lio.

vr. Hornbeck. Did Mike jicLaney ever mention Trafficante

Mr. Espinosa. lo.
Mr. Hornbeck. Did he ever mention ahy other American
’ . ‘ . .
gambling interests who were doing the same kind of activity as
he was doing witn you?

Mr. Espinosa. lo.

Mr. Hornbeck. Other people who you may have éeénwin
Cuba; Jake Lansky?

Mr. Espinosa. UHo.

Mr. Hornbeck. At the Riviera?

Mr. Espinosa. I don't know his first name. 4nd I
remember Lansky, and I reumember the name. One time“;hmthe
Kiviera someone saying "That is Heyer Lansky.

Mr. Hornbeck. ©Meyer Lansky?

“r. Cspinosa. Yes.

Mr. Hbrnbeck. bid you.ever meéet an individual ih<Chba by

the name of John Martino? Martino was later arrested by the

Castro government and spent several years in»jailgxand I

believe he was released sometime around 1961.
Mr. ESpinosa.v No.
Mr. Hornbeck. Guiseppe DeGeorge?
¥Mr. Espinosa. ho.

Mr. Hornbeck. Reuben Miro?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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1 br. Espinosa. iio.
2 r, tHornbeck. Mercar bBondo?
Q:) _ 3 Mr. Espinosa. We all know him.
4 “Mr. Hornbeck. You persocnally weré achaintedvh;th-him?
f 5 Mr. Espinosa. I met him a number of times.
6 Mr. Hornbeck. lorman Rothman?
7 Mr. Espinosa. I told John that I saw him a~couple of

8 times in Cuba, and I saw him a couple-of times in Miami.

9 Mr. tlornbeck. Were you friendly with him parsohally?
10 Mr. Espinosa. do, I was friendly with his son, with

11 Cappy KRothman.

12 Mr. Hornbeck. What relationship did you have,ﬁithUCappy
o 13 Rothman?
‘ T 14 Mr. Espinosa. Just the relationship of a man yﬁbmgéés to

¥

15 the bar and has a few drinks, and sometimes we dzted girls -
6. together or something.

17 Mr. dornbeck. Did you have conversations with his father

18 Yorwman?

19 Mr. Espinosa. Ho, never.
20 Mr. Hornbeck. Did you ever see Cappy Rothman inj&ﬁami?
21 Hr.‘EspinOSa. In Miami; I always saw him in~Mfémi,
2 Mro, Hornbeck. Wheré did you see him?
23 Mr. Espinosa. At the bar that he used to have.
C:D". 1fy ?>24 - Mr.o Hornbeck. That was the Eiltmore?
 f’fi _T25 Mr. Espinosa. It was some hotel in Miami'Eéaéh,5f;  f
o | | S
T L '
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1 M.
2 Mro.
3 Mo

4 Fernandos

8 Mr.. Espinosa.
9 Mr. Hornbeck.
19 of Cuban adventure?
" Mr. Espinosa.
12 Mr. Hornbeck
13 what

f,d4 ’ . .Mr. Espinosa.

b: 15 that sometime or other.
16 like that.
17 ¥Mr. Hornbeck.

18 Kelly or
19 Mr.
20 Mr.

21 Cappy or

23 Mr.

.24 Savaradra and he had

25 §r.

DocId:32248213

Hiornbeclk.

Esginosa.

riornbeck.

Mirands

Espincsa.

Hornveck.

discuss

£spinosa.

with

Was associated

When

ever,

Did he

Hever.

witn?

Know.

ever solicit

Did he ever discuss

But it

it has cost his. father and Wwhat it
‘Maybe he might have

Was not

nade a

)
e}

Eiltuore Terrace?

Same hotel that Roberto

him any anti-Castro activities?

Cappy Rothman in ¥iami, .did
your aid in-any kind

the Castro regime;
had cost him?
comment. about

any depth or anything"

Did you ever hear of or did you ever meet

Sam Manarino, from
Espinosa. lio.
Hornbeck. Did you
Horman Rothman?
Espinosa. lHo.
‘Hornbeck. Did you

a nicknagie of

Ho.

Yvs

K1

Pittsburgt

e

ever hear their names mentioned by

ever meet .in Cuba or Miami Henry

lfif‘:?
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Hornveck.,
M,
sounded familiar.

Mr. iiornbeck.

ey}

Mr. Espinosa.

g

Mr. Hornbeck,

United States$ or in

M
M.

FMr. Hornbeck,

did You ever run,across any ex-iiembers

Mr. Espinosa.

Espinose.,

Espinosa.

[l
}—a
C\
“
o
e

<
(@)
<
0
w
>
[tV
C\

He had a nickname of

o, I remember

4,

tnat wmuch I never did.

L%
did

cho,

M-g-c-

h=-0.

100

Did you ever meet any individual in the

Zurope by the name of

lio.

During

No.

the time

of

j5
"1

aci

»the O&S?

You are talking about the French org ganization?

Mr. Hornbeck. Yes.

Mr. Espindsé; No, I never did.

Mr. Hornteck Again,
meet any Soldier of Fortune pcople who were figt
to fight in the Congo?

Mr. Espinosa. io.

the Congo with the Cubans that went with the CI!l

Mr. Hornbeck.

Mr. Espinosa.

the invasion or from revolutionary activities in M

That 1

The only people

T
Es

il

Py o~

ave-

knew in Cuba or that I

while you were in Europe

ClG

that you were 1n\}ar¢s

Known go

.~

iami. The

[ didn't even know the OAS. existed.

\’OU

ﬁtlné or- C,omo»

dere those people that you'knew in Cuba?

knew from

ey

are the only people that have deen in the Congo that I ever

met.

Mr. Hornbeck.

DocTa: 32243213 Page,;}gthn:m_c\M

Was Teddy Whitehouse one of those:.people-.
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1@1'
T that you knew?
2 Mr. tspinosa. I know Teddy snitehouse, but I wogld;like
3 you to tell me who he is.
4 Mr. Horabeck. He is a pilot.
5 Mr. Espinosa. de is a pilot?
6 Mr. Hornbeck. Yes.
7 Mr. Espinosa. I know the name and I know the guy for
8 sure.
9 tir. Hornbeck. He was very friendly with Norm;n“ﬁqthmah?
10 Mr. Espinosa. I can't even picture the guy,fbﬁtﬁf%khow I

1. met the guy.

12 | Mr. Hornbeck. vDid.you,:in Cuba, meet a Joseph ﬁer5la?
Q:) N "'13 . .Mr. Espincsa. lo.
N 14 Mr. Hornbeck. Did you know a Jorge Alonsé”Pijlf} 
“15 Mr. Espinosa. e old wan or the son? |
16 Mr. Hornbeck. ©Did you know the family?
17 Mr. Espinosa. I know the 0ld man was vice rQ51_eﬁ£fcf

¢

18 Cuba during the Prio time.

19 fr. Hornbeck. Did you know his son, Jorge? R
20 Mr. Espinosa. Ho. I have heard of him but I have ‘never

21 met him.

2 Mr. Hornbeck. Juan Restoy, Cesar Restoy?
{ fg;,23 Mr. Espinosa. Again I think the name tells me sbmethihgk
C;) f,ﬁ;ff.24 Mr. Hornbeck. Jose Aleman?
| “f;25 Mr. Espinosa. I met him once.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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2 or the United States?
3 tr. Espinosa. lo, it was‘in the United States. I went
4 with Cuvtela, and I know Hajof Paez. I went to the
5 Fountainbleau and we stayed in one notel bwned by José’Aleman,
6 and he had a nicknaue, and I only met hiwn once.
7 Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell us approximately what year
8 that was?
98 Mr. Espinosa. It was 1659, March of 19 59.
10 Mr. Hornbeck. Were you traveling during the }gsgiyéar
11 Dbetween Cuba and the United States? S
.12 Mr. Espinosa. Yes; I went to Miami then and Iaﬁent:to
i3 Miami another time, and two times or three times-befofe’l
.C:D_ 14 finally took off.
15 Mr. Hornbeck. Are these all pleasure trips or[Qé$¥§Bere 
’l16 some tusiness? ;
17 Mr. Espinosa. Just pleasure trips.
18 Mr. Hornbeck. Did you know Orlando Bosch?
19 Mro. Espinosa; Ho.
20 Mr. tHornbeck. Have you ever heard of Orlando.SéSCﬁ?,
:21' Mr. Espinosa. Is he related to Pippin 805ché;'
.22 Mr. Hornbeck. Pippin Bosch was president of Biéékdi
23

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell us Whether that was in Cubva

Mr. Espinosa. There was a Bosch when the wﬂole thln“

started Wwith the invasion and tne training of the Cubans

ALDERSON REPOR i ING COMPANY INC
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although he was under the auspices of the CIa, he waé.égpposea
to te fighting for & croup called “The Front,” and Tﬁg*?nont
wWwere [ive different recple, representing five’diffégent
organizations, who were united in order]tofget;enﬁugh péQple
Lo do it, and Bosch was one of them. | |

1

Mr. Hornbeck. This is the Pippin Bosch?
Mr. Espinosa. He-isfnot-the one that you are talking
abdut.
Mr. Hornbeck. Luis Pasado?
r. Espinosa. MHo.
Mr. Hornbeck. Luis Balbuena?
Mr. Espinesa. No.
Mr. Hornbeck. Dominick Bartone?
Mr. Espinosa. Ho.

2

Mr. Hornbeck. The recorcd will reflect that’ﬁhé(ﬁftnésS‘

is shaking his head negatively for all of this.

Mr. Espinosa. Yes.

Mr. Hornteck. Raphael Carcia Bongo?

Mr. Espinoss. Yes.v

Mr. Hornbeck. How did you know him and whénlaidiyou
first meet him and what was your relationship? H

Mr. Espiﬁosa. There are two brothers; that i$ Réphaé1
and thereris Jorta.

1 used to have a girl friend when I was very youn3 1r

Cuba and her cousin was the girl friend of Jorta. Jorta Hau a

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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this

'7¥24

Mr.

German sh

Espinosa.

It was common knowledge.

doing some time in Jail right now.

Mr.

Mr,

Hornbeck.

Espinosa.

Hornbeck. .

Espinosa.
Hornbeck.

£spinosa.

maybe more.

rir.

Hornbeck.

fle is doing time in Spain now?

Yes, for passing false dollears.

Counterfeit money?
Tes.
When-did.you hear that informatidn?f

Many years ago;

Can you tell us how you neard the.

information and any details ycu may have heard?

mr.

Mr.

Mrﬂ

N

Mr,

mro.,

had ten or

Espinosa.

Hornbeck.
Espinosa.
Hornbeck.

Espinosa.

fifteen thousand dollars in one hundred do

)

I can't reczll who told me the story.

was at the beginning when I went to Spain.

That would be 1972,

And you heard the story then?

I think he i

e

five or six years ago;

ol

very bad epnerd ne wanted to gdet rid of, 2nd he gave
it to wme, and I Said, "Ckay, I will take it.: And I had this
dog for wmany years, and that was the sxtent of my friebdship
with him. Tarough unim I met nis rotner Rapbaél;‘whé used §o
be a lawyer in Cubfy“‘;ﬂ:’m’2 S;Mujzflh%%¥ﬂa”42§ o |

‘Mr. Hornbeck. Is this just comumon knowledge,féfgdiﬁgyou,f
know this personaliy?

or

And

Which would have been approximately when?

That Raphael had been there and that he”

3
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18

19
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25

notes and he was passingwt§§m for two or tnree days and then
got him and then he zot é cunch of years in jeil.
Mr. dorabeck. Did you hear whether or not Trafffdéﬁte
had ever tried to help him.in Spain? ~

Mr. Espinosa. ﬁo, but'I fleard that he lhad ;oﬁeihinagto.
do with Trafficante. -

Mr. dornbeck. That the co unterfeiting had something to
do with Trafficante?

tir. Espinossa. This is what I heard, but‘you‘ now: now’
peOple talk to me. It is not very difficult to fl ure out ir
Raphael wes Lrafflcante S lawyer in Cuba; now he gets;cagght,
in Spain with counterfeit money. There is a likely

possibility of .the money came from the guy -and this~iéfwhat

people are speculating about, or told me at the timef“”

”

Mr. Horhbeck. “hnen Trafficante was in huoa he-ug#
arrested sometime in mid-1959, and dig you ever heaf thét?
Mr. Espinosa. lio.
Mr. Hornbeck. Did you aver hear that Mike McLénsy'Was
arrested in Cuba? | V
Mr. Espinosa. Yes.
Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell us what you 5éaré_éhd%frém

what source?

Mr. Espinosa. All I know is that he was living in the

'couhtry ana he was going back to Miami and he was llVlng ano

they Loox nim and they put him in jail for two or three dajs'f:

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC
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1 Mr. Hornbeck.
2 “r. Zspinosa.
3 tir. Hornbeck.

4 with you?

5 Mr. Espinosa.
6 Mr. Hornbeck
7 Mr. Espinosa.

8 things don't really

9 Mr. Hornbeck.
10 Mr. Espinosa.

He never told

10

[G)Y

Did iike ever contact you?

Uid he:ever discuss how he &0t arrested
Ho.

I you?

I am sure that I have heard the story, but
register after some years.

Did you know Marcos Perez Jiminez?

I never met the guy, altboudh I <now he

" usea to live very close to Mike's house in Plne Tree Drlve in

Y

12 Mlami Beach; two or

13 » Mr. Hornbeck.
14 Mr. Espinosa.
15 Mr. Hornbeck.

three houses away from Mike
Did you ever have a chance to meet him?
No.

Did you ever hear wnether or hot’"o,was

716 “involved in any kind of Cuban activities?

17 “Mr. Espinosa.

" 18 Mr. Hornbeck.

19 Mr. Espinosa.
200 Mr. Hornbeck.

21 . Mr. Eséinosa.

C 2 Mr. Hornbeck.

\ ;fZé Mr. Espinosa.
*ﬂf24 : Mr. Hornbeck.

25 circumstances?

I never hnave,
Jorge Soto Martinez?
No.

Evaristo Garcia Vidal®?

u—

iow do you know him; under what

ALDERSON REPORT.NG COMPANY INC
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owner of the 21 Club in

clig people some

by

Mr.

M.

Espinose.

Hornbeck.

now.

Did he-have any

He used to te either the mana

the American gzgambling interests, if you know?

Espinosa.
flornbeck.

Espinosa.

these people.

H

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mro.

Mr.

Coville?

that

was,

Mr.

Mr.

Fidel had &

Mr .

Mr.

Hornbeck.

Espinosa.
Hornbeék.
Espinosa.
dornbeck.
Espinosa.
Hornbeck.
Espinosa.

Hornbeck.

Espinosa.

Hornbeck.

Espinosa.

Hornbeck.

I am sure he did.

Anyone you ever saw nim witn?

Havansa, and ne was always

107

mixing with

relationship'withyanyjof

to, but he was zlways hanging around with

Fugzenio Leal Pozo?
[«

Joe Régers or Joe Stassi?
NO.

Sam ﬁannarino?

NO.

Eenito Fernandez?

No.

Did you ever go to the Commodore at

taybe once or twice in wmy life.

At some point you or someone had

e

niistress at the ldecional.

Yes.

What can you tell us about her

mentioned

;i WNo sne:

and when he used to visit ner and when you saw, them .
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16-

23

24

here.

o
cir .

s

spinosa. I can't tell you who she wWas, because

-4

£ht

o

saw her a couple of times. She was a colored girl, very-li
in color, and she was there, and on two oaccsions,'lt ai5ht

nave been April or iHay of 1959, I saw Fidel,Ccsnro ln tha car

outside waiting for hner, he and a chauffeur. I don't. kn W WO

she was and I can't remember her nawe or anything.

Mr. Hornbeck.' Did you ever meet or hear of:a woman.py
the name 6f Marita Lorenz? |

Mr. Espinosa. Ho.

'

Mr. Hornbeck. Did you know or ever meet Lérfyfbéﬁpseph?
Mr. Espinosa. No. Coe

Mr. Hornbeck. That name is not familiar to yoﬁ?,“

Mr. Espinosa. llo.

ir. Hornbeck. When you had discussed.earyiehf£H yopff;,
testimony today se ing a file, were you feferring £o é)CIA
file or an FBI file, do you know?

Mr. Espinosa. I don't know if it was CIA_or’FBif:'I
assume umaybe it was & Custous %ile. But Iblooked.ihropgh it
for about half an hour, and it was very well ddcumentéd and
there weré many things that I don't remember-bhat ;re tn@re. 

Mr. Blackmer. wWere there code names in 1t crypto names°'

Mr. Espinosa. HoO. It was all straight names,_full‘p

names, and the whole thing, and the nicknames and frleuus aﬂa

SO on.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY lNC
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109
M. Hornbeck. I don't want tO dwell on Fidel Castro's
personal life, btut during the period that you were in Havane
and then for & few years after tnat when you may have nhad

contacts there, did he have a number. of ulsuresos or was be,

basically with one woman?

¥r. tspinosa. Ho, he always ahd a number of them .around.

Mr. Hornbeck. Were they fzirly well known?

Mr. Espinosa. I guess some of tnem were. There was this

Lily Gowdy, and I Gon't know'if he was screwing her or not,

but he was ceualnly tak1n~ ‘her out. 1 think this:isQQhét 1

knew, but I was a kid at the c1me, and I am sure the peépie
older than me knew more.

¥r. Hornbeck. Did you know a person who worked ébithe
Trobicana casino by the name of Lewis McwWillie?

Mr. Espinosa. io.

Mr. tornbecx. »Did you know an ildo Vena Serfin?

Mr. Espinosa. . lo.

o BLAUMCE e combeosnniions .

Did you Know Sergio Acacia Smith?

Mr. Espinosa. No.

RLAckmeR : iy .
Mr. H%gnbee«. Did you have any relationsnip with any of

‘the anti-Castro Cuban forces in Hew Orleans?

Mr. Espinosa. HNo.

2 B T
Mr. %oéggg%&n Or any.of the particular grcups;tbai.were

in New Orleans?

ALDERSON REPORT!NG COMPANY INC
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C:) 1 “r. Espinosa. I diagn't kKnow there was an anti-Castro
2 fecrce in liew Orleans.

'€:> : 3 vr. Blackmer. You c¢id train in ligw Orleans &t one time?
4 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I trained in Hew Orlesrs., I le
5 really train over there. We wefe taken from Panama anc in
6 order to send us to Cuba first we were taken to Hew~0rlean§,
7 to. an old Marine base or what had been closed for 2O:orv‘,jﬂ
8 years, and from there we were taken to Biloxi, Mississippi, to‘

9 & security nouse.

10 ~ Mr. bBlackmer. This 1is 1560 or 19617
11 Mr. Espinosa. This is 19 61. Tnhis is just two or three

12 months before the invasion.

- 13 - Mr. Blackmer. ¥ Yo wef vgarriséned on the basai&w@f'
o | .
. : 14 poarded on the base in Biloxi?
15 “r. Espinosa. Hot in Biloxij in Hew Orleans.
16 Mr. Blackmer. . How about wnhen you went tQ:B;l¢Xi?»
17 Mr. Espinosa. They split the guys. There‘wefeiéyoh 30

18 guys, and they split them different ways, and I‘Nas there 1Fh1
19 about eight or nine guys 1in a security house with'é cou la of

20 agents.

o r. Blackmer. On the base?
22 Mr. Espinosa. o, no.
< Mr. Blackmer. In the town?
‘f(;) i;%}iQ '}24 vr. Espinosa. It was a security ho@se.'.f&ét{is*é?5§u§e
| .' f  f’25vthat'is used for clandestine oeprations, andiéC[éﬁséégrfty

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY lNC
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1 house was & Dk nouse' in Biloxi, and we lived there, seven
2 or eizht guys and one or two CIA guys for avout Two wWeeks.
C:> . 3  Mr. DBlackmer. Had .you had any contact with Bernarc

4 Barker in Havana?

v5 tr. Espinosa. do.“'
6 Mr., Hornbteck. Jﬁi&fzfgtfinea
7 ovir. Lspinosa. Ho. , R
, \ \)\P—‘i.fﬁ,lb . ~ SRR
8 Mr. Hornbeck.  skem=gsifI0 Gonzales”? ; L
9 ¥r. Espinosa. lio.
10 Mr. Hornbeck. Cueto?
" Mr. Espinosa. lHo.
12 Mr. Blackmer. We:appreciéte your comin3.>'Coui§:be:&7
C;D ’»__.7313,pssibly give us a telephone number_wheré we'can.COhtaéﬂgyéq,
| 14 should the need arise, in London? -
15 Mr. Espinosa. Surely. . I can give you my hdmé3wgmbér.
16 tir. Blackmer. Ify in tne future, towara thé egdﬂ§fv€he,

17 summer, we should like to have you at a hearing, -would you
18 have any precispcsition against appearing before this
19 committee at a nearing and going over the things that-we have

20, just discussed?

21 Mr. Espinosa. Of course not. Count on me.
22 Mr. Blackmer. If you could leave us witnh tbé ﬁp@5§hj
.23 then we will be in contact with you. .
.24 lnénx you very much for your cooperat on.gf
':"125 (Whereupon, at 6:20 p.m., tne deoo°1t10n waS concluaec )
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T T AT AL SrAnTLAT BERPARTER
CERTIFICATE OF ZUCRTHAUD HEPORTL®

I, Harold . Alderscn, shorthand reporter, do hereby

certify tnat the testimony of thne witness which appears in the

foregoing deposition was taken by me in shorthand and

thereafter reduced to typewriting under wy direction; tha;

said deposition is a true record of the testimony given by

said witness; that I am neither counsel for,
employed by any of the parties To the action
oep051tlon was taken, »anﬁ.further, that I am

employee of any attorney or counsel employeo

related to, nor
in which this.
not a relative or

by(thé.pérties

thereto, or financially or otherwise interested in the outcome

of the action.

A7/ «V+4,\_’

CLe P(J et 1

Snortnanc heporter
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CERT

I, Zlizabetn oe
ceposition was taken
testimony appears in
py me; that tne test
Harold b. Aiderson,
to typewriting under
for, related to, nor
action in which this
amm not a relative or
employea by the part

interested in tne oOu

My Commission Expire

113

TIFICATE QF HOTARY PUBLIC

raing, twe . cfficer whod the foregoing

, do hereby certify that the witness whiose
the féregoing deposition was’duly‘sworn
iany‘of said witness was taxen ﬁy

shorthancd reporter, and theteaftef}fécuced
his direction; that I am neither éouhéél
employed by any of the parties to ﬁﬁé
depositién WaS takeh, and fﬁrthehgﬁfhat I
‘employee of any attorney oOr cQunseir

ies thereto, nor financlal orjopﬁé;wiée‘

tcome of the action.

sand Tor -

Hotary Public insand
the.DisbriCt‘ofFCblumbia
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